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DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

A. Does the postiion of the 0.T. bcoks make any difference?
1. Even if all the books are there, their position in the
0.T. does make a difference.
a. God designed 0.T. to be read in an intentional order.
b. Man has followed unauthecrized Mss, from Egypt (Egyptia
Septuagint Version) and Latin Mss, (accredited by the
Roman Cathclic Church) in shifting the books around.
2. Would it be right for an author to put his concluding
chapters in the middle of his book and the middle chapters
at the end? That is what has happened by men tampering wi
0.T. and thus much of the message meant is lost.
3. The Jews, however, since Ezra, have kept the books in the
inspired order.

B. Dispositicn of O.T. books.
1. O.T. was first divided into 3 Grand Divisions
a. Law. TLEWTAE Ve Laee i
b. Prophets ‘
C. Writings
2. Note the books in each d1v151on.

a. The Law division:
¢ Genesis
2 Exodus
3Leviticus
¢ Numbers
$Deuteronomy

b. The Prophets division (which is divided and subdivided
33 indicated):
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Christ Authovize: JewishCanon and arrangement

1.

2.

J.C. authoriczed the JewiCh method of dividing O0.T. inte
three sections YLk N Egyptian Septuagint Versi.n
was never divided into the Tripartite Division.

Why does Luke mentiopn this verse? The Jews would not have
to be told which version was correct. But the gggglles
might, They might not be sure whether they wanted to follow
the "Jewish" version or not. Therefore Luke put this in to
show which version was correct, Remember Luke was probably
writing to a Gentile. 1t was also the Gospel that was to
accompany Paul's teachings who was the Apostle to the Gentiles.
(It was also written at the behest of Paul)

Other N.T. Evidence

1.

The

Rom. 3:2 shows that Jewish cfficials had been charged with the

protect:cn and presexvat:on of t@e cracles of God.

a. '"Committed" means "put in charge-of",

b. ora<les means the Old Testament Scriptures. See Heb.
5:12 and Q_EQL._A+;+T*—A]50 secular sources prove ‘this.
1) "Oracle" could also mean 'divine utterance" either by

God or by His officially-~commissioned representative
especially the High Priest.

2) Holy of es came tc be represented as "gracle"
an vedled such things as the calendar so that
Israel could completely obey the written revelationms.
Certain commands God doesn’t fully explain in text
(such as how to set up months in order to keep the
Holy Days and cther days) and the priests were to
provide. They did not have the right to change any
written Law of God.

Jesus and Apostles knew Jews had proper Scriptures. Following

are verses proving this:

a. Mat. 22:29--Pharisees accepted only official
scriptures.

b. Mat. 26:54, 56

¢, Lk, 24:27--"prophet" is any inspired writer.

d. Acts 17:9--o0fficial Jewisb synagogue copy.

e. Jn. 5:39, Acts 17:11, Acts 18:24, Rom. 1:2, 1 Cor. 15:3
II Tim., 3:15--Note that no ‘explanation is ever given as
tc WHICH Scriptures referred to; Thus it must have been
those alway: circrlated in the synagogues.

4

Temple S:iriptures e
"Holy scriptures' infIl Ti : actually means in Greek,
"Sacred Scripfures. acred_meant "Holy Place' in the

Temple at Jerusalem. And therefcre "Holy Scriptures" can

be translated (as Englishman‘s Bible does) "The Temple
ripryres."

The "Temple Scriptures' were aitl books in synagogues that

agreed with the official canon deposited in the archives of

the Temple. All synagagues had exact replicas.
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F. The History of the Temple Scriptures.

1. Moses gave the Law to the priests to keep.{Deut..31224-25).

2. Kept in Holy Place.

3. Temple abandoned during Manassehen and Amonian persecutions.

4, Scriptures in Holy Place found by Hilkiah priest during time
of Josiah.

5. Ezra, after Babylonian captivity and resettlement by Jews of
Palestine, again placed the authorized scrolls in Holy Place
and put priests in charge of them and copying them.

6. ,Remained in-Temple_until 70 AD when Titus destroyed the
Temple and took them.

G. Thus we see that all synagogues maintained the same canon of

Scripture throughout the Roman world.

THE REAL PROOF OF THE OLD TESTAMENT CANON
A. Are the Gospels truthful? So far our proof of the correct

version of 0.T. has been based on Christ and the Apostles. But

can we use them as proof? Are the Gospels really divinely

inspired? Let's therefore apply briefly to lthe Gospels! the basic -

1£l£$_1ha£_$£hglgz§ﬁ§yhjegtnall”historie—literatﬁ?éfzs,_in“order

to prove reliability. ' ;\uani'rtza’ﬂ“ #&*Q"““V“"'

@:)—E_Bntem orary witness of others to the historic events. g) w.0scy DisThB./Ed

D.

You know Key West Florida exists even though you may never’zw"?s:'f*?:f;:t;:
have been there because you know people who have been ther )Gﬂ°opa “
or you have seen it on a map.
@Z?»~ﬂi§£2£i£_2§£§92?ge' Alexander the Great lived 2200 years
ago. No one doubts his existence. But no history was ever
written of him until 400 vyears after his death.

But what about the Gospels?

1. Matthew was composed 25 vears after the death of Christ.

2. Thousands of eye witnesses of the events Matthew described
L oTsarts U Y :
were still alive.

3. These people knew whether or not Jesus lived and was
crucified.

4. Thousands of these same people believed and gave their lives
for the Gospel Message. Would they have done this if the
Gospel were untrue?

5. At _least 22 books of N.T. were composed before 66 A.D.--
within 35 years of Christ's death.

6. Therefore there is more reason for accepting the varacity of
the Gospels than works on the life of Alexander the Great,

Christ's Resurrection is the central event of the Gospels. Since
we've proved that the Gospels are true and they all speak of this
event then we must conclude that this was also true,

Witness of the Apostles.
1. Remember that the crucifixion was just at the time of the
Passover--a time when Jerusalem's population (according to
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Josephus) swelled to 2,000,000, Thus it would be much moie
difficult to invent the events written in the Gospels.

2. These people witnessed the crucifixion and fleeing of the
disciples. -

3. Then on Pentecost (50 days later) these pecple (probabiy most
of them came for this Feast as well) did not meet the .owering
disciples they had seen before but dynamic Apostles boldly
proclaiming the resurrection c¢f Christ--risking their lives
for it.

4, 1In his preachings Paul challenged people if they did not
believe in the resurrection to speak with one of the 50956ﬂ-
witnesses_that the gospels claimed Jesus Christ had appeared
before after He had been resurrected. If this were a
lie and these pecple never saw Jesus then Paul was leaving
himse!lf open for discovery.

5. The Apostles must have had absolute cunviction in the truth
of the resurrection and preached with great enthusiasm for
by the end of the first century the entire Roman Empire knew
of the event. And within 300 years the whole Roman Empire
itself was a believer.

{5

E. The Apcstle Paul--a tremendous witness to the resurrection.

1. Paul thoroughly understcod Judaic theology. Also, living in
Tarsus, center of Stoic Philoscphy, he was well trained in
the ciassic works of the Gentiles. Therefore he was one of
the most unlikely persons to believe and accept the
resurrection.

2. Was the c¢hief antagonist of the early Church. No one was
more unconvincgd cf the resurcection than he.

3. Yetﬁhg_ghgggggzhis-migd (had it changed for him) and preached
the resurrection.

4. This was an ab:zolute miracle and prcof positive that the
resuvrection took place. Paul was convinced! He gave his
life for 1t!!

F. What this means towards Canonization.

1, Evidence of the resurrection prcoves Christ was God's direct
representative, Therefcre we MUST accept what He said as
absolute TRUTH!

2. Therefcie Hi: sanctioning of the Holy Scriptures kept by the
Jews must be valid.

3. Therefcre all contained in the O0.T. must be factual whether
there is external evidence available to prove it or not.

THE ORIGINAL NUMBER OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS
A. There are 39 books in the KJV. But the actual number of books

in the original cancn was 22 books, Nc new books have been
added; some of the originzi have been divided into several bocks.
1. Nothing essentially wicng with this.
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2. Real difficulty comes in however when you dislocate the books
from their original order as the KJV has done--following
Catholic influence.

Ancient official view.
1. Josephus claims the official canon had 22 books.
2. The Pseudopigrapha book, the Book of Jubilees, written
" kAB=B<L., says there are 22 books in the 0.T. It also
mentions:
a) God made 22 things on 6 days of Creation.
b) There are 22 generations from Adam to Israel (Jacob).
¢) There are 22 becoks in Holy Scripture.
3. Because of the number 22 the Jews felt they had the complete
revelation from God.
a) Adam was the final (22nd creation) and most perfect
physical creation of God.
b) Jacob (22nd generation from Adam) was the creation of
His spiritual nation,
c) Hebrew {(which has 22 letters) was Jacob's sacred tongue.
d) So it was logical that God's final and perfect spiritual
revelation should be in 22 books.
4, Sextus Sensis (1520 A.D.) an early Jewish scholar said:
"As with the Hebrew there are 22 letters, in which ALL that
can be said and written are comprehended, so there are 22
books in which are contained ALL there can be known and
uttered of divine things.'" (Green, Intro. to the 0.T., p.87).
The early Greeks, Syrians, Armenians and Catholics all admit
that there are 22 books in the O.T.
1. Melito--170 A.D. 12. Isidore of Seville--600
2. Origen-210 13. Leontius--610
3., Hilary of Poitiers--360 14, John Damascenus--730
4, Athanasius--365 15, Nicephorus--800's
5. Cyril of Jerusalem--386 16, Jesudad, Bishop of
6. GCregory of Nazianzus--390 Hadad--852
7. Epiphanius--400 17. Hrabanus--800's
8. The Laodicean Ccuncil--400 18, Moses of Chorene--1000
9. Ruffinus-410 19. Peter of Cluny--1150
10. Jerome--410 20. John of Salisbury--1180
11. Synopsis of Sacred Scripture--500 2i. Victoris--1100's
22, Richardus de
Victore--1200's
From this overwhelming evidence we see that even the early
Christian leaders believed that the 0.T. was divided into
22 books.
Sometimes 27 books.

1. Epiphanius and Jerome both mention O.T. as having 27 books
(as well as claiming they had 22 books).

2. This was done by dividing some of the original 22 books bringing
total to 27 books. No new books were added.
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Nct d.ne haphazardly, Five ¢f the Hebrew letters (Capl, Kem,
Nun, Pe, T:ade) take a diffe:ent shape when they are used at
the end: <f wcrds, Therefrre there are 27 differently shaped

letters.
This 27 numbering is mevely d-ne by a few "Christian" writers,
It 1¢ =till based on the 22 criginal bcoks. @

The zea=-n behind the 22 numbering.

With all cof the (Sec. B) circurstances surrounding the num-
ber 27 it zan easily be :een that the early Jew: ob:erved
a type of arphabetic ACROSTIC running through the 22 O.T.
bocks. -

An _a“1citic ba:r the fivst letter of the fir:t sentence be-

i.

2.

3.

4,

12.
L3.

==

of the aiphabet begins the seccid sentence, etc. A

ccrplete atro-ti< has 22 sentences or multiples cf 22

An exampie ¢f a «cmplete ip:pired acrostic is m
a) Divided intc 2z sections.

b) Each section haz 8 verses.

c) First eight verse: ¢f the p:alm begin with the first
. Hebrew Letter aieph.

b) Second section beginy with the second letter hath for

each of the 8 verze: in the section, etc,

When all 22 letters are utilizced in a Biblical acrostic Ged
is showing that we must put an accent of completeness or
perfecticn on that set of Suripture,

In Psa. 1i9 Gecd is =peaking abcut His perfect and complete
Law and a perfect and compiete acrcstic is used to emphasize
that compieteness.

A compiete set of acrostics is used in the 5 sections of Bock
of Lamentaticns--emphazized the vcmpleteness of God's

destruction of Iswael,

Esa:{flw

completel
"‘\a

. Lomplete acrcatics-- show God will
d permanently redeem His people.
21:;10-3)f i~ a coaplete acrostic describing a complete

and perfect woman.

Examples cf incomplete cv broken acrcstizs in Bible.

a.
b,

A broken acrostic is feund vunning throegh Pegl 9 aaud 10,
Seven lerters methkodically left ocur., This was purposely
intended by G:od. . )

This enphasized the b:roken and irregular.-zonditicn which
will occur ¢n the earth during rhe pericd these twc
p-alms predicrt,

Gcd uses the acrestic design te emphazize His me:zage. The
Bible i~ con~i:tant in the .-age ¢f these twe acrcetical
dezign-,

By u:ing 22 bcok- in 0.T. Gud _how: that His revelation

in the Hebiew tengue i- nocw ccmplete. Thu- the 0.1. i- complete,
Fcr further revelaticn God _ses another language--Greek.

Since an ac 2:tis is cnly a ign of completion when all

letters in perfect orde-, then the O.T., bocks should be

ieft in perfe.t .rder as inspired,



G. What the 22 numbering mean-.

Importagt when you add it tc the 27 books of N.T. That gives
you 49 books. That shows absclute completion.

Following the Catholics the Protestants have 66 books in
their Bible. The Catholics recognized the significance of
this and added 11 apocrypha books which made a total of 77
books. Protestants still have 66 bcoks. If you divide it
man's way God forces Man's number on it.

1.

H. Present Jewish Numbering.
Today the Jews claim there are 24 books in 0.T.

1.

a.
b.

Why

a.

This numbering began in late 100's and early 200's A.D.
First appeared among Babylonian Jews. Almost all the

teachings of modern Judaism have come from the Babylopian

school . THemud

Jews made the change from 22 to 24.

Claim it was for convenience (uniformity). But this isn't
true. Actually by the 2nd century the N.T. was being

accepted in many portions of Roman Empire as divine literature.
The Jews also saw that 27%and 22°é§ua1 49 books. That

was too significant. So they changed the 0.T. to 24 books
thus making a total of 51.

What authority did they have to change the number to

‘24-in_the flrst place? Sextus Senensis states that

there were 22 letters in the Hebrew Alphabet with only
one yodh. By his time the Jews started writing Ged'

ﬂomrwmnromwzmsMMmsmy“Qname JHVH with three yodh's, It was therefore*necessary‘

.L&-iyc“ RLsnv g - St Yo

el Nhkoven
o Ialwosd

baypw TMis (30 Cw.ﬁ]&\i
3.

The spurious work of II Esdra< 13°"the only lst ce

.slightest authority in the Bible to do this and also

to renumerate the 0.T. by two more books. This was to
"honor God just that much more.”" But there isn't the

the use of three yodh's to write Gad's name was their

own idea and not ordained By Cod. apc (Revis e

ury work

that mentions the canon as having 24 books.

a.

bo

a.

But Josephus, in 90 AD -~till says the canon had 22
bocks. (N.T.'s 27 books had not ds yet been grouped

t’6fether)° . .

Otﬁer texts in 1I Esdras E8Ht¥&3f%%ﬂihis particular

verse by stating there are 94, 204, 84 or 974 books in
0.T. These numbers in 11 Esdras could have been tampered
with by later scribe: (gince it wasn‘t canonical) to
prove whatever they wanted it to. Couldn't do that with
books in the Canon.

Why some Gentiles have later preferred the 24 numbering.
M“bp%

24 _letters, not 22. Therefore the
Greeks would have wanted 24 bcoks in Gk. Septupglnt cna Ammdui.p1?m¢

Version. Ci ® Neten

b. Since there are 24 Elde:> around God's throne some Gk. FTIOND (T

Christians thought 24 0.T. books more permissable. g0 !N 207C hces,

Co Greeks and Romans alike reverenced l‘fAmer SETWAGINT Ui

“and his Iligﬁﬁand Oifégg&,were con>1d Ed divin ks. *““M'”riﬁfﬁl

231 8¢ Aristarchus had divided each intc I Treme g £ ﬁi:":”‘wﬂ:

Su0nism Wrte divinity among-Gks. ThUD the Bible should be divided €\9m0S¢51“5
wOonp Memiinto 24 to show divinity.

( St ﬂﬁL&(Mﬂ’Tﬁ
\7 \~L‘\< {) OF t o~ (WuriHoN Brerrs ik & '
" C AP fevacnr o Kako
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THE TRIPARTITE DIVISIONS

f*d‘—i -8- . . 1327
LA PReRMsTS ,  PReivis ontieSiius. Iw eselisidmicns’ - endigd Tt Tl
. ¢ ACRATINGS - R Trhe oTIteLS d)OI PoX ik a4 ’3°~'<g

A.

(AW P Repepds PR t “i
Why third division called "Psalms." Luhcz‘\ 3 qr; ’Ie_&sv#@, w (‘u\v? L%

1. Custom of Jews to call books of Law by Hebrew names or words
that introduced them., Gene:zis is called "In the Beginning."
Ex. is "These are the names."

2. Since the third division of the O0.T. was not given an official
name--simply called "The Writings,”" they simply called it
by _the name of the hock which introdnced it=-the Psalms.

History cf Tripartite Divicions.
1. 1II Maccabees 2:12-15 states that Nechemiah collected in a
library "the bcoks about the kingz, and the prophets and the
works of David." Of course he commissioned Ezra to do this.
Thu> Ez+a-wmas the one who gathered the books and divided
them into_three sections. o
2. Other suppcrters shcwing the three diyisiong, are correct:
a. Grandscen of Sirach (120 B.C.) teclec cbtir
b, The Targums of Onkelus and Johnathan (app. 50 B.C,) (R #ETT Ba TR,
c. Prilo Judaeus"‘((vl"?;‘c.u'fJ time of Christ’s birth) . “Ll}\.)g‘ ?Mm \,Q’ Y
d. Apostolic Censtitution (200 A.D, ), 0 20ehigs + fnds.
3. The'best witness is that of the Iagmud. Beginning with

\'\\\' their time onward the Jews have called the O0.T. JANAK.

Thig name i: derived from the names of the Tripartite Div.
JRAH- -name for the Lau.

BEE-EEM--name for ophets.

KETHUVEEM- -name_for the Writipgs.

taking the initial letters of the three titles (T,N,K)
they form the werd TANAK, Thus the Bible of the Jews
was named for the three divisions. This shows they were
accepted as true divisions.

a.
b.
c.
d.

\ » Giyes sistell o S E Ty <
se N84 v,  THE PROPER DISPO3ITION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES .. —LT;‘N«: oo g,:‘f";"m' N
oubs T ﬁﬁa gLy SR PRI e SemiTrs WS plss PEC g
et o g W, BWeC et AR Cradpy Tous ""n‘
5o /; 9«\,‘.‘.\{_‘ A. Book cf E\;IEblabtlLUb%pp. ,AOO B.C.) gives same order of O0.T. E’tuiif ({;‘
N 01@« books as Jewiszh cancen cof tc,day. (3280 - tRprsenTeP gy ¢ yAucE Qs s ‘N.uj
( ! \Jgnu,_»c.\«a_(ww..clﬂ SRiIPARTIFL DIV .-N\J‘u»-
» B “u“, dj gt oot i gn(pﬂ-ﬂﬂ' S, K}.Wﬂﬁ»- Waedy | . n\“
i B. Targums of OnkeL0> and Johnathan(l epresent the official views o ez
of Palestinian .Judaism just before time of Christ). [ gossphe
o A T < s - HMRCURD BYTRTIMY LS e, AN
@ 23;35--This verse (annot be used to prgve Jesus was showing provieas
Chrenicles was last becok of 0,T. as indeed it is. The mwen involved &Mi»ﬁ\'k
are nJ the aame men (Comp.Mat. 22:35 with I‘I Chren. 243:20). ol
T_,:.‘- »e e Zxdf :‘
Peoeta s,
D. The false order of the bocks. R I"‘\""
1. Scme Jews have re-arranged books at times (in 2nd and 3rg” ™™ "7 e
divisions--Prophets and P:oalma). Buig._,,the_z have. glwa;LL‘Qeﬁen - “"'ig-‘z’:; 'A
within a divizion--never changing from one_ division to" another. oo
2, Early Jews had complete djsgust for Egyptlan\%ptu?g:}nF BT CHyovogs. )
jersion which completely fe-arranged 2nd and 3 divisions.  crmgopge . .
Tkis version is follcwed by King James Version. “Alsc by It g, T
- i clics - Wil <
(i 50 K f the Cathclics. ‘ Hay A GsT DR AT TS compeg nhf
. ~ Brre o (e Opsitetet (Voopiiie Tess A ~2 1
. e ddtgtn S AR R . ’A&.——
40 S - ) T T - . warTq e 1o Put L Ve,
. . " l'4l1 ‘;‘l'_;‘[i-’“ (R P 3 TR R . e - “., » J()(l
: | MElm PEe wEr Lol L s b | St
Lz B e e f\}a.«zs: Ll

.»,~_. e

T .« e
\ (A ' s -~ PR 'cvo‘ flat"le ’\";0
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E. Talmudical order of the books.
1. Puts Ruth before Psalms in 3rd division.
2. PutsIsaiah behind Ezekiel in 2nd division.
3. These, however, were gnly suggestions and were never done
as God had not given them right to do so nor was there any
reason to follow such suggestions.

VI. JOSEPHUS AND HIS TESTIMONY TO THE CANON

(‘Mn C(‘zu 3["3

A. Because of his po‘]a tion; his testlmon is second only to Christ

and the Apostles.
P . éa,.p'm o r-p.cuﬂ‘{, 8ur weds Seefynt 114D
S i >
B. S.,xs there are 22 book&--ﬁ..B.gnkLgé_M,s_es ; ", Pael L
recepts (Cantra Apion, I 8) \MeAps ¢ brocset oR revIH ale
Ccuﬂmuw u— Tewd SH 1% 6% . Pui’:h.‘ts PLus esTct Blok— B3] Awyons (wipes
3?-4 Divis on = (3. To heb, Scig
C. What qgs_e.phgs meant. Y e
© 1. Not referring to the 3 Divisions.
w e 2. Is showing thell3 subjective._ Types) of books in the Canon.
;\X M 3. As a matter of fact, Josephus purposely doesn't sgg_q‘}_(____gg_
c** mg,_.dlns;.nn&__agmher .

T a. __He was_ who could not appreciate the
‘;;"'ﬁ.,:ﬁ’f’,“e’“w t € arrangement of the various books.

b. Context shows he was ghowing mainly the ancientness of

\ the Jewish natjon. His immediate subject was not about e s
Bor wiies W2 :
the Canon. ,.,(.-‘—L:l;ed\u N

c. Also written to ghow the stability of rhe Jewish peoplg.-— L;g;jf’gﬁ':;“z‘m
d. He_did not want to bewilder his audience by giving the AL
actual revealed listing of the order of books. It would
- have taken much time to explain_the '"odd' design to_the
7 > Gentiles who would never had laid it out in such a way.
Certainly Chronicles should go with Kings etc.¥(Note that
when Gentiles had Bible translated they rearranged them

"in order of subject).

4 itvm oo, o Do HOW to count the 22 books.
WAL e PaT Mt L. <Qt},pag~e~.one of this outline\we notice there are 24 books
ThTel. RO QUWTA WiTH listed in the O.T. :
2. Josephus and all others show the inspired number is 22 books. s
3. Thus, 4 hooks must be combined to make 2. The only logical Ir';if_ﬁ TS o
cheice is Joshua/ludges and Saguel/Kines. ¥ Vi y. swes i ¥
STT 8 Laldivl §osioe EZ2RA Beont i o 3 '-.
4, Joshua/Judges discusses the time when Israel had no king. PIpT - oy aphE
Samuel/Kings concerns time when Israel had Kings. Thus 2
different, distinct periods are being discussed. -So we

have two books.

a. Samuel/Kings had been known from early MSS as 'The Book it (apTobe” i)
t W OTL GHRoN. 3.3 Beck DEENES. — W ram BY =S N

Lf the Kingdoms. vy W A ,‘.\Z; o

b. Other supporters: Apostolic Constitution (200 AD); ‘N’:j““,,

Melito (170 AD). V.ﬂ,(((\l-\)—"

c. ‘Internal evidence shows L/J° shou d be Te book if
S./K. are to be one S oot (AAS3:24
5. By combining these booka no v1olat10n of the 3 Divisions

has been made. v
INO fou HAVE ¢« Bl 7 sG+/
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6. Now, what of Jcsephus® "13 Prophets" (Sec.B)?
a. & hymns and moral teachings must have been: Psalms,
Song of Songs (the hymms)sProverbs, Ecclesiastes
(mcral teachings).
b. Thus the 13 Prophets (all authors of inspired writings
are called Prcphets):

L Clalr fl . Aiezw mim A

LT e
re =i

T T
LT e

Jeshua/Judges Ruth
Book of Kingdems Lamentations
Isaiah Esther
Jeremiah Daniel
Ezekiel Ezra
The Twelve Chrcnicles
Job .
Sy
HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT CANONMATION(cwsw %J»wm-m> S it ‘““‘%w"ﬂww
ety S
sy U A SR kai“ ‘\3 ?"“"‘ A

Ezra, the Priest.,! &w.ic & Feo
1. Universal testimony has it that Ezra was the man responsible
for the final fcrmation of the 0.T.

2. Accepted of lst century that the Q;gphﬁ&in*spiiiL had died

with Ezra.

Why Canon effected in the days of Ezra.

1. 50,000 Jews returned from Babylonian Captivity to rebuild )
Jerusalem and other cities. Temple rebuilt by 515: B.C.nn"w04*3=K~~fL““

2. But thé? took little 1ntere>t in religious matters.

3. Pla%ued because weren't obeying God and intermarried with

o —————idolatrous Gentiles. Became more and more corrupt.
i boo 457--Ezra-comes to Tectif the situation, Yo 14w SCFT CominG iV o T
Fhees 29: MeuTioNS 0LTSI0E SeucES J“’ y 318; 5 A to COn NoF [

CI

-« -,Mn‘t}_ e .
. goes to Jerusalem. Sl in poures keasor Ty @A
oy Tmeesinid s hi riest of Jews.in Babylon. srmeni v

|
2. Was .a-scribe and so rightecas was his. character that Jews *b*h
say he would have been the Lawgiver had not Moses preceeded
him,
3. Was well trained dm.-the lay (Ez. 7:10).

4. Came with QOOO priests, Levites and servants of the Temple
to restore the worship of God.
5. It took 13 year: to make all the Jews_completely return to
God. ¥
Nehemiah comes to Jeyuaalem.
l. Was _a high government—official in Pexrsian Kingdom (Neh. 2:1-&).
2. Made governor of Jjudea (at own request) and desired to help

Ezra. e
CONS T TUT S
3. Together they made the law of Moses the of the land.

Jews sign covvenant with God.

1. Ezra and Nehemiah summcned a1l leaders of Jews to meeting and
all signed a special covenant that they would henceforth obey
the Commandments of God (Neh. 10:28-39). One leader was not
there--Eliashib the High Priezt, The reason will be given
later. :



F.

s

&W\h“&MwS{

)\\(« -‘\ g-")».\ A‘-\:

!

-11-

2. This meeting was the beginning of the new Jewish society in
Palestine called the "Great Assembly'" (or "Great Synagogue')

3. Was headed by Ezra and Nehemiah along with all the principle
priests and elders of the Jews. It was the religious supreme
court--the governing body of Palestine.

4, 1t not only convened to insure observance of Laws of Moses
but also to define what was the correct books to be included
in the 0ld Testament,

cn e CaTmdsie « paras
SHN DL AL
O (5 e e

Gl B b

The members of the Great Assembly
1. Had 120 members. ine@inyre yics P& Ao wsuzs Prligs 75,
2. Ezra said at his death the high priest was to become head of
Great Assembly.
3. Important to note here that Eliashib the High Priest had not
signed the covenant with God (Sec. E). See Neh. 13:4-7,
a. He had not fully agreed with the covenant.
b. His grandson, Manasseh, was married to a Samarian princess.
This represented a political-religicus alliance between
the top families of Judea and Samaria.
1.) Manasseh was excommunicated from Judea. He went to
Samaria where Sanballat--his wife's father--made him
high priest of the Samarltans.
2.) Note--the reason Madas%eh was thrown out of the
Jewish community was that one of the points that was Coy e
covered in the Covenant was that all Gentile wives wWew't Thein eine -
must be sent away. Many had intermarried. Manasseh MAL 2wk ™
refused to give up his wife.buntUNoN - wocco sees LidoTo Beliaitus URION .
3.) This was the real beginning of the Samaritan form of nqurssgs 1z, o pis:
religion and beginning of reasons for the later °f##' 1= wit .
antagonism which developed between Samaritans and Jews.

c. Manasseh's further rebellion.

1.) Built a temple on Mt, Gerezim., But in books now in RN
our 0ld Testament the prophets stated that the Temple
of God had to be on Mt. Zion.

2.) Manasseh therefore Rad to reject their writings as
being sacred. He_accepted d"f& the Pentatéuch.

4. So, in order to show the people just what were the 1nsp1red
books, the Great Assembly assembled them all and put them
in proper order. Divided it into 3 Divisions and 22 bocoks.

5. Ezra is called a "Second Moses" because Moses gave the first

part of God' s revelation but Ezra .gave us the final and
complete 0.T. :

Ezra authorized the square Hebrew script,
1. Ezra changed Jewish script to square script they had used in
Babylon.

2. This, of course, did not change the meaning of words but
only how each letter was formed.
3. Why the change?
a. Samaritans had not gone into captivity so their present
writing was same form as old style Hebrew script. o
o e ttud PRPBES

we CEiv e LL ‘*‘ ' l}((“' h“-'LL,
e 3 . _J/'k" P 2
o O bt

SIS Vitr ww el BRI . o SQ1ARE S0 "”P‘
Sy E 164\ (“. - ’”‘A Db &MY/(\L (L \
)V\'\J\ %«m \\\ A ‘J\ b»\br \’ Lo J

c@~$w.\\ o\ oo Tk-‘\‘”x'
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b. Ezra knew they used this tc show they had the criginal
text and would nct change.
¢. Sc he wriote--after canonization--the entire 0.T. in
square Babylonian Hebrew so ail Judeans would know whether
they kad an 0.T. from the hands of Ezra or not.
4, Mat. 5;18--"ocne jot...cne tittle" refers to the small horn-
like projections found predom1nantly in the square script.

H. Since the Samaritans had corrupted the Sacred Calendar as well,
Ezra changed the names of the months to the names of the ones
they had learned in Babylcn. Thus Abib became Nisan, etc.

I. Chranjicles S jtten, “ess caieiow RLL L FormB qu uiwaz ai owl
ey ik T Why el was wrt € RIETA 2T YO ‘_“.,.x D:un‘v\ t“"‘-*lk\\) wWis FALLY Y i‘ﬂcncumu. Y Pt ,,5\
e i el 1t was written by Ezra.
e e 2. Though Book cf Kingdoms was aiready written, Ezra added

Chronicles. But he had an entirely different reason for
giving the history cf lsrael and Judah. Book of Kingdoms
minimizes things Ezra deals with at length. Book of
Chronicies ourlock iy a priestly one, Cuiwac if Fivshiom.

3. Throughout Ezra endeavours to shcw that 3 ¢ always
been the headquarters of God’s pclitical and religious
government and that nc other area has any right to_be the
H.Q. but Jerusaiem, T

4, "This was doné tc shcw that the Samaritans had no grounds for
ciaiming they were tke center of God’s religion.

5. Ezra mentions 15 ancient secular books to support his claim
while Bock of kingdcms hardly mentions any secular books.
Reason was at time Book cf Kingdoms was written there was no
controversy going on. Ezra was not making his readers take
his word for what Chrcnicles said about Jerusalem being the
center but was showing where his readers could go to back
up his statement.

hropicles-is- the ‘puide~tealq: ¢
1. Chron1clé2f§TVE; “proof that (anonlzatlonNShQuld take place
and it ,hLuld_Lake_plé;g_lg,ithaﬁlig,
2. We can thank God for the steadfastness of Ezra and Nehemiah
i in ccuntering the Samaritans of that day. Just as the
“#.. Sanaritans foiced Ezra tc¢ canonize the 0.T., their descendants
“ “under Simon Maguz, forced the Apostles to canonize the N.T.

VIII.  THE FIVE CANONIZATION PERIODS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, yoceons ov THEST VAL Tihi e e
T e — Tecasid gmagianer INT

Tof- Wiy e \-\'4, L 20 WWL_ LA

A~ \ (Kl. 16:24, 31; Jn. 7:19).
1. All five becocks of Pentateuth written during the 40 years
A o rAa s Ty T o) 1284 wandering in wiiderness,
Qb T aty uFave oeded ivide  Mzses wsed otber books _as scurces such as pre-flood documents
T ety o PRSP LRE —— \\
for Genesis.
. 3. Genesis, Exudus and Leviticus were written within the first
ALY U AT Wi T dY
RICT, | MEATR | ST S year odt of Egypt.
4, Numbers was Moses continucus recursd of the wilderness
jecuiney=. The iast chapter--36--was written at the end of
40 vea~: in wilderness.

< N
‘1117(&” sz. 'Su“\
Jabat J= oo
Cowre teatil” YhQD“&VII)D
Tl Z oWLE
Ingrdv =il r ™ 1

ea it ‘;‘.b
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5. Deut. written within last 60 days of the 40 years (see Deut. 1:3
with chapter 34).

a. Deut. written to teach Israel all laws and statutes needed
when they reached the Promised Land. Pertains to land-
economy and not a desert or wilderness one.

b. Note different animals mentioned in Lev, 11 and Deut, 14.

P WRL T eb3eAl Gl Uocumsadeq E%E,Vl tlcuoéh%éﬁo_ws_anlmalj_o_f_ul_lde_tn_e.ss while those men-
ISRY LaViled) . Toaue Compete. tione 1n M"“Lw};g those found inp Palestine.

6. **3hst before his death, Moses finished all the
books and gave them to the priesthood of Israel. They became
the official custodians of the Divine Law.

7. Placed in compartment attached to Ark of Covenant. High
Priest could consult it when needed. Was called the "Standard
Scroll" though made up of several scrolls.,

8. Deut. 17:18--All kings had to copy entire Pentateuch.

9. Ezra placed the new standard copy, written in square script,
in Holy Place of temple., This was the "Temple Scripture"

(;I Tim, 3%15)b3h%“?33% the place of the one Moses placed
in hands|of the priest.

TimpTird COucolso wiTh THeSL

B. \DAVID and SOLOMON; Tyeiis v Q GIsVLY Purmitd OF Ceopk Ar TiHE Time,
oS “T. Chronicles mentions 3 periods of Canonization as eluded to

RLCTTNIOU Wiyl
L THS 1M L Se it

PP . CeknNiN Eavrcies w&' before (Ch. VII, Sec. {gvvét o SRS 0.9 01D A WL N TD 2 CanKists )
e Sivas T koo A u-aw fsa. David and Solomon Pao witcTe prAiehs €8 PLTSTS fny SINGLRS On < ARCONS SoratS v ety L
3 #Arm WuTDn."U\' Ll
. : 2t
L2 AT 24 Qugens b King Hezekiah ' PRner— 7 2
CHen Suak. bweek, ¢, King Josiah
A bueres taev il 90 8 Chronicles also shows that each canonization period came at

CWEFCREE €T IN PEASD.
"2 ote - ideod te

.time when Temple services were being revitalized in Israel
‘Since“'same thing was happening to Temple in Ezra's times,
Chron. was showing Ezra had authority to canonize the O.T.

C. Temple services required certain liturgies to be authorized.
1. By time of David the whole Tabernacle system had become
ineffective in handling the religious requirements of
millions of Israelites.
2. The Temple was established (actually built later).
3. David divided the priests intc 24 courses (I Chron. 9:22,
I Chron. 24). Each was responsible for the Temple for 2 weeks.
4. David divided the Levites and singers into 24 courses each
(I Chromn. 25).
5. This new religious system required definite liturgies,

D. Authoritative liturgies needed for Temple services.
1. David arranged the songs (psalms) the singers would sing and
in what order.
2. Most of Psalms were written by David.
3. Book of Psalms is divided into 5 books.
4. 1-72 were written by David.
a., Psa. 72--'"Prayers of David---are ended" means that all
the preceeding psalms were written by him. Others
are found in the other psalms also.
b. Also, Psa. 72--"for Solomon'--David wrote it to him.
c. Psalms entitled "Korah" (42, 44-49) and "Asaph" (50)

el
Vi) T gl
st ’ T e
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5 wetre written by David in honour or for them. Both were

Levites whec sung in the Temple (1 _Chr 637, 25:2).

5. Psa. 1-72 comprise fitst two books of Psalms.,

a. This is 3 times 24, There were 24 courses of singers.,
These were the official pzalms to be sung over period of
one and cne-half years in Temple.

b. Twenty verses of the Law were read each Sabbath taking 3
years to complete (Called Triennial Cycle.Beadings--see
Vol.12 of Jewish En:zyclopedia under art. by same name).

c. Add 72 more Psalms and we have lé44--enough to last 3
years-- one a week.

d. Remaining € Psalims wouid act as extra Psalms for the
extra month that occurred about every 3rd year.

6. The first 72 were authorized for Temple services. The official
singing of these Psalm: involved canonization in an cfficial
capacity.

o
Other works also canonized at this p%éﬁﬁhy@ﬁﬂﬁy

1. Ecc. 12:9MProv. 1:6%422:7 24:2Z2 22:17)--Sclomon compiled it

the Proverbs. First 24 were compiled by him. %25- shew tdudip 172
2. Agur of Prov. 30 and Leugel (Prov. 31) are both referrlng to

[ L

Sclomon. " Lemuel means "The king who rejected Goda."- s $E6ms o8t BN 0T AT soLomol
(11 Kgs. 11:1-8 shows Solecmon did just that), e i3 w1 Grusan dm T8 Lo a4

3. Other books--Ruth;, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes were possibly
considered divine at that time but were not made part of
the Canon until Ezra came on the =cene. Other books by
David and Sclomon were read as being authoritative to the
Jews at time of David and Solomon. No major canonization
was needed because there was no Samaritan problem at that
time as was true at time of Ezra.) But Ezra chose these alone
as important and inspired for all of us.

NS uWme

IX. [CANONIZATION BY KING HEZEKLAH] e rokCIOTE B tabe i NicksaRA.
. S e S —— perid =

A.

(@]

During the time of Moses there was no great controversy between
him and the Samaritans. He just tcld the priests which books to
keep and they did.

At the time of David and Solomon the ccming of the permanent Temple
(as cpposed to the temporary Tabernacle) with all of its elaborate
services and the establishment of a new type of religious society
were the only reasons necessary for adding certain books to the
already existing books. David and Solomon supplied Israel with

all the official literature necessary for the function of the
proper religious state.

Neither of ihese 3 men were fcrced tc canonize works because of
pretention of heratics.

During the time of Hezekiah, King of Judah (same time lsaiah was
prophet), the possibility of attack from Assyria wa- gquite
; ...,J' .Dlp‘

Sol  naiek't Yacheacd Lol Maaseides maiit. BUT Tol s
L o FRE ODAY Meeess Ll U DRs Yiide ETULHTNNG 192 g RLaPUesY.

.
pust unpE&STIND RoLt Tiche SeTUATION
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HWJ;mMﬂt it absolutely necessary, by this
emergency, ta put._thglr_author.l_tai:lle_,ap_pmaL_ﬂn_c_emm_
books which ISVA£lquiE§?_haxe to_have for proper guidance

in religious matters( ail religious services were su gended ) .
by Assyrian invasion and captivity. Hrue hudRotiaen Boocs PR W
Due to righteous acts of Hezekiah God spared Judah for a while

longer.

TRE s2ws . (02 Juoaw) WEEDED

Hezekiah re-established true worship of God.

1.

CELER Ve umnms L. o
L hore wRusshn W Tewha. . ¥

e

F.

MOw ik BEE ]
P estely ?Lb 6 1oyt 2.

Ahaz his father had stripped the Temple (II Chron. 28:21-24) Fiosr kaer Gassound
ofF
and shut it up. Sﬁ:& bk(e9¢ i apima::r?:dt

~Hezekiah immediately %tarted to re-institute worship of God s .sorqu conesor e n

BLE0 TREMSELNES, tar

QII Chron. 29:3- -4, 31:2 Ahaz had instituted the Syrian hugke Thgm

religion as Judah ficial religiom.

3. Also saw that Psalmsoig?e\gzzé as before. Only by this time
the 3rd book of Psalms was either a part of the Word of God
or else Hezekiah added it theﬁ\fll Chron. 29:30--Psalms of
Asaph are 73-83 and begins the 3rd book).

4, God has- so much esteem for Hezekiah that he ranks him among

i ings--including~Ravid! (II Kgs.
18:5). \Q\\\\\\ﬂk

5. Studied God's Word intensely (II Chron. 31:21)--a™man fit to
help canonize the O0.T.

Re-establishing true wc worship involved some canonization. Creb WNoieATion

1. Hg;gglgh_gangnlzgd_a_uhgle section of Proverhbs dProv. 25:1) .4
They‘were chs. 25-29.

2. Jews maintain that the '"Men of Hezekiah" were a group like

the Great Assembly which was formed for exact purpose of
canonization,

W e G S ve Mol k‘%of Hezekiah. ‘wiE mrssteric Tim- (masedires— o@ TRAGKRINALSTS) B THE EdD 07 Each BooK. THZSE MeZE L

iR

Na.

b wbatd Sddw - @Y THE vRY

L1\

24

b thiy
DILAT i,

W""
@ - G MTialic4d T

2.

30

5.

- Cuwl5useriod 1k 5 Boms)

The letters "P", "\', and """ spell out basic name Of G s - v aricmak -
"Hezekiah ‘i\_&_a_t__m____ame_;u_e_uﬁ_ It means o 4w mam
" HEZECMr ( MaAwd o (80 MOKES Tt (g STROVG) WFTEL TS TomE . 1T W

usen wvelsamd Y, (M)

Thls "Tri- grammaton or sign-manual is found at the end of
every O.T. book except for those of the Meggilot (5 in all).
Thﬂﬁﬁ.LﬁLLﬁL&ngan "to bind firmly together' or "hound"
"confirmed," us it signifies that Hezekiah had confirmed
thal;_b_qqk__% inspired a2 the Word_of God and is therefore

officially canonized. .
The books of the Festival Scroll (Meggilot) are the very QMmeLWJﬂ&Q°fS£

ones that were leasL“l1kﬁly.L%_Lequ11£;j~$1gn_manual as a_sunmecisir LAMEVTATI

witness of their sacredness. \They were read on all the # EccLEsiAs)

Legm_ar_annnal_g,aﬂleu_ng_or cglebrations of the Jewss mescimcuus tad | ESTHER _
ERY Sikais YEAR !

Thus and knew they

were sacred and the Word of God.

Sign-Manual appear on books written after time of Hezekiah.

l.

2.

After Hezekiah, the sign-manual became the recognized seal
of canovunization.

Therefore, Ezra put it after each book but Festival Scroll
books. But instead of the 3 letters, he put two words.
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They mean "Be bound, and we wiil bind." At end of Chrenicles
we have "Be bound!! So we will bind. The Lawgiver is not
straitened (cr Pcuwerless)." God had now completed the O.T.

Other works canonized by Hezekiah.

1'
2.

Hezekiah alsfo wrote some Psalms (Isa. 38:9-21).

His Psalms (pl.) were used in Temple services (Isa. 38:20).
They took their place beside David‘s and Asaph’s Psalms.
"The father to the children" (vs. 19) shcws Hezekiah's
Psalms were to be sung from generation to generation,

Which Psalms are Hezekiah's?

1.

There are many without names and they could be any of those.
We should look for those that deal with circumstances and
times cf Hezekiah.

One idea (remember this is nct necessarily true) is that the

"15 degree Psalms" are from Hezekiah.

a. Original Hebrew of each Psalm should start "A Psalm of
THE degrees." Instead of just 'degrees'" as it now reads.
This points that these degrees represent definite degrees.
Only degrees mentioned in Bible are those on sun-dial of
Ahaz.

b. Note also that there are 15 degree Psalms--these
correspond to the 15 years God added to Hezekiah's life.
10 of these Psalms were written by Hezekiah (as four
were written by David and one by Solomcn)--corresponding
to the 10 degrees the sun moved on the sun-dial.

(11 Kgs. 20:8-11).

Concerning these ''degree' Psalms, the Jews say that they were

read starting on the Day of Trumpets and one was ready every

succeeding day until the first day of Tabernmacles. The

Priest would read each ovne from the steps leading to the

Hcly Place. Starting at the bottom step he went up one

each day. There were 15 steps. Thus the readings direct us

to opening of the Millennium when all the world will be

ready to approach "The Holy Place.”

Another reason for Canonization during Hezekiah's time.

1.
2.

Movement of sun 10 degrees threw off the Jewish calendar.
Thus the calendar, based on a 360-day year (30-day months)
now had to be rearranged to compensate for a 365.25-day

year (29.5-day months).

Jews say present calendar came from bands of Hezekiah.
David's Psalms were set up for regular year. Now there were
5.25 extra days. So the whole Temple services had to be
re-arranged.

Isaiah helped in Canonization.

1.

1I Chron. 32:32--1In original Hebrew indicates lsaiah wrote
the Bock of Kingdoms. Proper tran:.: '"The remainder of the
action: of Hezekiah and his beneficient rule, are recorded
in the visions of Isaiah-ben-Amotz, the Prophet, upon the
history cf the Kings of Judah and lsrael."
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2. Does not include Josbua/Judges among Prophets as Acts 3:24
shows. The Prophets section starts with Samuel.
3. I Sam. 9:9--Samuel was a.prophet (lst since Moses). Since
Joshua/Judges is actually located in 'the Prophets" Division
(see list VI, Sec. D. part 6) it is highly logical Samuel
wrote them.
4. In other words, Joshua/Judges is reckoned among the Prophets
because a prophet wrote them.
5. Samuel established Prophetic Order of Schools throughout
Israel (I Sam. 10:5, 10; 19:20; 1I1 Kgs. 2:3, 5; 4:38).
M. Why would Isiiah write Book of Kingdoms?
1. Comes just before Isaiah in correct Canon.
2. Are an introduction to the Prophecies of Isaiah.
3. He first tells them of the failure cf their forefathers
and then in his prophecies, relates what will happen if they
persist in disobeying.
THE. IMPORTANT PERIOB OF }%(ING« JOSIAH \
A. Period similar to Hezekiah's.
1. Babylonian attack threatened Judah.
2. Kings Manassah and Amon who preceeded Josiah were worse than
heathens (I1 Chron. 33:9). Manassah stripped the Temple
(11 Chron. 34:8-11). Amon was even worse (II Chron. 33:21-
25).
B. Josiah, in some ways excelled both David and Hezekiah (Il Kgs.
23:25). He had been prophesied to come EHIKgs. 13:1-3.
C. He re-established the Temple services and a pure religious
society.
1. Cleared out pagan idols from Judah (II Chron. 34:3).
2. Restored Temple to former splendour. Priestly functions
re-established.
D. The finding of the Law.
1. During restoration of Temple, the Standard Copy of God's
Law was re—digcavered. Jcsiah wanted to follow the law
(11 Chron. 34:19).
2. Peace promised as long as Jcsiah lived (II Chron. 34:27-28).
3. Died in battle and Judah mourned because they knew the
prophesied events of Lev. 26 would now come upon them.
(I1 Chron. 35+24).
4. After Josiah's death, Jeremiah prophesied of the coming fall.
5. II Chron. 35:25 shows Book of Lamentations being written. It
wa: a mournful song because of the death of Josiah (''for"
in 35:24 should be '"because of").
6. "Ordinance'" shows Lamentations was to be sung from then on

in the Temple. Ezra was writing Chron. 100 years later
showing they were still being sung.
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7. Read to this day on 9th of Ab,

Canonization of Josiak and Jeremiah.
1. lLamentations was canonized by Jeremiah.
2. Alsc Prophecies »f Jeremiab and scme of Minor Prophets.

Daniel was placed in charge of keeping the books together by

God. ’

i. Dan. l:4--Implies Daniel was top librarian of Babylonian
palace.

2. In this position all the Holy Books cf Judah would come
to him (to be plated in the library).

3. This explains how he had access to Law of Moses (9:11),
Jeremiab (9:2) and other books (7:10).

4, Thus, in this position Daniel preserved God's Word.

XI. FINAL CANON1ZATION BY EZRA:
s

AD

Remember all canonization preceeding the one by Ezra are
relatively unimportant to us today.

Ezra was the one who gathered all the books and made final
Canonizaticn cof O.T.

Edited whole O0.T.

1. Ezra added a few simple editicns to Law to elucidate what
Moses actually said.

2. Mainly editorial notes telling 5th century B.C. Jews the
current names for towns mentioned in the Law.

3. Reascr for this was Gcd's principie of not hiding the truth
from His people. Pagan Mystery reiigions hid things from
their follcwers.

4, Examples cf Ezra's editorial remarks: Gen: l4:17, 75 =23:2,
19; 36:31-39,

Moses aist edited some too. Gen. 2:13-14; 12:8 (Bethel was
not arvund yet--Gen. 28:19); 14:7 (Amalek was not born until
after time of Jacob),

Samuel added to the Law (I Sam. 10:25). "A book" should read

"THE book."

1. "The book" indicates Samuel wrote a book that was already in
exictence,

2. Only beck laid up befecre the Lurd at that time was the Law
of Muces,

3. Deut. 17 is the chapter Samuel added

4, Ncte that when the pecple wanted a king they made no mention
of Deut 17 to support their ideas. So this must have been
added later.

5. Dect. 34:5-6, 10 were added by Ezra.
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XII. THE DESIGN AND TEACHING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS . poPBn;hL(Jﬂ%xcﬁlmN
gmu—-cﬁn‘b') )

A. Septuagint Version of Bible is based on the Samaritan codex ! (gxbaﬂr‘ 4.0
not the Hebrew. Q@ xsa 5
) &ny.r-O'J"."'lg -z v

B. Why O.T. books in order they are in. sy (addrs (718

1. Law--first 5 books. ©Oa&fi, el LLX ':\Lleo“)‘?&‘_@ay\u M T%%s 11 "4'
a, Contain all the Laws é%xdbd and afl other books comment.Cé) o-

about or refer to Law of Moses.
b. So it comes first in order of prestige.
2. Order of prophets. Originally 6 books in this section.

Former Joshua Counted as one book--according to

(Earlier) } Judges tradition it was written by Samuel.

Prophets Peter mentions that the writings
Samuel f Samuel commence the prophetical

Kings section of OT((§QL§_2‘23)>

Also counted as one book--Book of

Kingdoms. Perhaps written by <, i wmi wkeve s ik
saiah as a preface to his pro- Xt ZCKAl

phecies (II Chron. 32:32).

Isaiah CHIDLNCWGICHU Y ARRANGED
Latter Jeremiah (Majgr or Longer Prophets).
(Later) Ezekiel
Prophets The Twelve (Minor or Shorter Prophets) ;
O HesEA N4
THe FIRST Traz Rosilion. e
NLET Twg-~ CHALDtAN Q“T:f;’m hhc.n' Counted as four books by Ezra!

r THe - ReToRaTTe 14RIN R BTG CAT Tu“ﬂ' @ zAitrir*  These books reveal their authors
Qe Gl moerain 1 Sdy titles
R y '
20V rBN ‘Al
a. All 6 books are set in chronological order--order of
events they foretell as well as time they were written.
1) Joshua/Judges speaks of history just after Deut.
2) Book of Kingdoms continues the story.
3) Isaiah--Written just before and during the Assyrian
invasion.
4) Jeremiah--Written during the Babylonian captivity--
100 years or so after Isaiah.
5) All 12 Books making up The Twelve are also arranged
in chronological order.
a) Hosea-Nahum=-Written during Assyrian Period.
b) Habbakkuk-Zephaniah--Chaldean Period
¢) Haggai-Malachi--Post-Exile Period.
6) Proof of Chronological order.,
a) Malachi--lLast written. During time of Ezra it
was written. Subject material is same as those
experienced by Ezra and Nehemiah.
b) Zechariah--Written 8th month of 2nd year of Darius.
See Zech. 1l:l.
¢) Haggai--Written the 6th month of 2nd year of Darius.
See Haggai 1:1.
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d) Zephaniah--Written in days of Jcsiah. He ruled
just prior to Babylonian invasion of Judah by
Nebuchadnezzar. That was 100 years before Haggai.

e) Habakkuk--Also speaks of the Chaldean invasion
that would come (1:6). This was written before
that invasion just as Zephaniah and since we
see that all other bcoks have been in order it can
be seen that Habakkuk must have been writtem just
prior to Zephaniah.

f) Nahum--Speaks cf coming destruction of Ninevah.

This occurred in 612 B.C. Speaks of Egypt being

taken by Assyria (3:8-10) which occurred in 650 BC.

Thus it was written during same time period as

Habakkuk and Zephaniah. But written before them.

g) Micah-- Written just before the Assyrian Invasion.
See Micah 1:1.

h) Jonah--Written before the invasion. He knew
Assyria would invade Israel as punishment from God.
That is why he did not want to send them the message.
He hoped they would not repent and God would have
to destroy Assyria instead of using her to destroy
Israel (II Kgs. 14:25 is not referring to this
event).

i) Obadiah--Amos was written in time of Uzziah., Micah
had been active just after that in days of Jotham.
Thus Obadiah must have been written just at end of
Uzziah's reign or the beginning of Jotham's.

11) Critics deny this and say his description of
Jerusalem was an eyewitness account.

22) They use vs,ll to substantiate their hypothesis
that Obadiah was an eyewitness. But this speaks
of Edomites casting lots over Jerusalem. No one
else records this. Actually there was not any
city left to cast lots over. This was never
fulfilled. Critics say Obadiah lied. But
Obadiah was speaking of our day (see vs.l15).
Looking 2750 years into the future,

j) Amos--see above.

k) Joel--Since Hosea and Amos 1lived at same time during
reigns of Uzziah and Jereboam, then it follows that
Joel lived at this time to.

1) Hosea--Lived at the same time as those above. Comes
first because he was given '"The beginning of the

Word of the Lord." (1:2).

Approximate dates:

Hosea--790 BC Nahum--~--~ 650 BC
Joel---790 BC Habakkuk---630 BC
Amos---790 BC Zephaniah--630 BC
Obad.--785 BC Haggai-----520 BC
Jonah--785 BC Zechariah--520 BC
Micah--759 BC Malachi----430 BC

All of this shows that these books were not
in a haphazard order by Ezra and the Great Assembly.

put together
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d. Why the Fcrmer Prophets in the Prophetical Divisicn?
1) They were written by prophets.
2) This historical section acts as a preface to the
Major and Minor Prophets,.

THE DESIGN AND TEACHING OF THE THIRD DIVISION--THE WRITINGS st twe st wriridss: o¢ me foume.

THE QWYAL Gooe.  smmsazo Sier.l

God has design in His Bible just like He has design in the universe PspLM>
(Psa. 19). 1In that design He has teaching. gﬁ;""“s
5 S
B. The <rder of the 11 books is subjective and liturgical and only E:yj w?
vaguely chrenological. There are striking similarities in regard L e T
to their authors or to what the authors are speaking of. An W
analysis of this similarity will help us learn a great lesson
about how God's government works. \\ﬂjﬂ mhwﬁ
C. The ! jon. This is what the Writings are knocwn by

also. Either the author or subject matter of each book has to

do with government matters--matters pertaining to statesmanship.

1. PBsalms--All were written by Kings.

2. Proverbs--All written by Kings.

3. Job--Describes the tribulations of King Job (Job 29:25)--
Cheops of Dynasty IV of Egypt--and how he was later restored
to his kingdom{?

4. Song of Songs--Written by Solomon.

5. Buth--Gives the history of part of King David's family.

6. Lamentations--Written for King Josiah or because of his death
(IT Chron. 35:24-25).

7. Ecclesiastes--Written by Solomon.

8. Esther--Speaks of Esther becoming Queen of Persia.

9. Daniel--Daniel was a prince (1:3) and the book speaks of
God's Kingdom taking over this world's kingdoms.

10. Ezra-Nehemiah--Subject matter is re-establishment of a
Jewish civil and religious society in Palestine. Nehemiah
may have heen a king (Neh. 6:5-9) and Ezra was a religicus
governor (Ezra 7).

11. Chronicles--Written by Ezra and speaks of history of Judah.

Now note the order of the Thiee Grand Divisions of O.T.

1. Law section comes first. Written by one of the most important
Men of Bible.

2. Prophets sectiun comes next. are God's spokesmen
and reveal the Ward of God. €ould be called tha\:ghunch
Section." Their authority c

3. Psalms comes last, They were wLliien_by_klngs_and_sialesmen

4. All of this order shows that the True Church should always
ccme before the State in authcrity. And that is how God's

government works.

Why the crder of the eteven books?
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1. In proper order the 11 books divide into 3 clear-cut parts.,
[TWe RovAL Books |
Psalms
Proverbs - Poetical
Job Books
Scng of Songs
Ruth - The Festival
FAPA : .
Lament3tions —Scroil (i.e.
UC O IRACHR SVowsainel —_Ecclesiastes The Megillotb). aumeEmniug. o Au st iz Gis Mo dubien W ¢ EEmi
N Feminads Foom,
Esther Possiid Mesh e DT CRIIW ©
Daniel
-, Ezra-Nehemiah Post-E*}lic R
' Chronicles Books RriTeiawiizn Se= . oo wsizs 10 0
. s d / MoRE 1N TAES & Bunds e T ;WM. Teb R Wit 1
wﬁ:ldwf“ ' ;2.‘/Again, there is a special reason for the order these books
AP P4 are in the Bible
Wt . « .
é A Qw oo '?"}R\

N
hY 3 '
Mgt

The
1.

oL CH 2:7- WRME- W Gowide aeures & GowTie Psadig
s note the order of these books as we did with the Prophets.

Daniel--One of the last books. It is a book of hope--showing
that after the Gentile Kingdoms have reigned a certain time
God's Kingdom would be set up on earth. It also told that
Christ would come in a few years (9:24-27).
Ezra-Nehemiah--Explains occurrences after the time of Daniel.
Chronicles--Last because it speaks of the conspiracy in time
of Ezra. Remember Ezra was final canonizer.

Why wasn't Daniel listed among the Prophet section of Bible?
It is different from the others in that Daniel received
almost all his divine information from visions or by
interpreting dreams. Others of the prophets didn't,

His mission was different from other prophets. The
others dealt mainly with Israel and her sin while Daniel
deals mainly with the Gentile kingdoms and only with
Israel as they come in contact with the Gentiles.,

Daniel was in vision in Gentile capital cities but never
in Jerusalem. .

Chapters 2-7 were written in the "International' Babylonian
language.

a.

bﬁ

Ce.

d.

Significance of the Festival Scroll.

Song of Songs--Read during Passover seasom.

a. Passover occurs in Spring. This book has a springtime
setting (2:11-13).

b. Christ died at Passover.

c. Spiritual Israel who is now mature and ready to take part

in the marriage, has a little sister who is not ready
(8:8). She will be ready later in the time of the Autumn
harvest, when she will also become the bride. This fits
in with the teaching of the Holy Days.
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Guth--Read at Pentecost. Has late cpringtime theme to it
(1222 2:23). Pentecost seascn celebrates the end of the
harley and wheat harvests, This was the harveszt of ficst-
fruits. The story tells of Ruth (a Gentile) who married

Boaz (a Jew) and how she gave up her religion and worshipped
the true God. Shcwz that both Gentiles and Israelites can be
united together and be part of the firstfruits.
Lamentations--Read on 9th and 10th o6f Ab (5th menth). An-
niversay of the destruction of the Temple and the city of
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 52:12-14). This day is not
one of God's Holy Days and won't exist as a Feast (or Fast)
day in the Millennium (Zech., 8:19). It is interesting to
note also that in 70 AD Titus destroyed the Temple uninten-
tionally on the 10 of Ab!

- MESSALE TOTHE CHURIA
Ecclesiastes--Read at Feast of Tabernacles. Written by
Solomon in which he shows how physical things are only vanity
and cannct give lasting joy and peace and happiness. During
Solomon's time the world had peace. Israel was the wealthiest
and most prosperous nation on earth. Everyone had abundance--
it was like the coming Millennium. Ezra had Ecclesiastes
read at time of Feast of Tabernacles when all were buying
all their heart's desire with second tithe and all the money
received from harvests tc show them that the physical part
of the Feast was not the important thing nor will it be in
the Millennium. But the important thing is to "fear God and
keep His commandments.'" (12:13). All in all it shows
that physical blessings, without God are worthless.
Esther--Read at Feast of Purim con 13th and 14%h of Adar.

Like Thanksgiving Day in U.S. It is not wrong to keep it
and since the Jews had vowed they would keep it perpetually
Ezra had them read the appropriate book for the day.

Festival Scroll Design--tells a story.

Song of Songs--Preparation fcr a marriage.

Ruth--Speaks of the harvest of firstfruits--harvest of God's
Church. Now geing on until 2nd Coming of Christ.
Lamentations--Israel must be destroyed before Christ comes.
Note: Pentecost is backwardly attached to Passover--it sort
of completes Passover as there are 50 days of harvest between
them. Now this Memorial Day of Ab is forwardly attached tc
Trumpets as it comes 50 days before Trumpets which typifies
the 2nd Coming of Christ. So just as Pentecost completes
the spiritual harvest begun at Passover time so the Memorial
day of Ab typifies the Great Tribulation which will be com-
pleted and finished at 2nd Coming of Christ.

- |~ - --BACKWARD -~} — -- FORWARD- -- |
Passover Pentecost Membrial Trumpets
k--50 days—--4 of Ab ]

- - —50 days————‘

Resurrection of Christ «— » Return of Christ
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5. Ecclesiastes--After lsrael's destruction (Mem.of Ab) and
Christ's return (Trumpets) ncw the Millennium will be set
up. Israel will be completely saved.

6. Esther--Pictures Judah's complete deliverance. When all

the enemies of God are destroyed. ////,//”’ﬂ’ﬁ_~_——§“
» }5/.‘\ (;‘-‘"% \

In summary we see the in the Megillot. NLLL T A
Christ™ i 9% able to.marry the Church“f%g%gs). He is ( h\”‘fa“.

now working in the firstfruits harvest (Ruth) which will be just “'@’°ﬁ3%§“
about over when the complete destruction of lsrael occurs (Lam.) w) tlambs, (¢

This destruction will finally end with the coming of Christ and 5 et fei

the introduction of the peacefui Millennium (Ecc.). Thus the result
will be the ceomplete salvation ¢f God's people (Esther).

A. The first three bcoks in this section are together because they
are written in verse--Hebrew poetry. They are first in the
Writings section because they contain material from much earlier
times.

l. Psalms first because its material goes back even to Moses
(Psa. 90;.

2. Proverbs comes next (written by David's son).

3. Job goes back even farther than Moses but was not first for
Job is not considered an Israelite but a Gentile,

B. Book of Psalms was divided into 5 books to correspond with the
five books cf Law? “This was ‘done by Ezra.

wewisows_l. Psalms 1-41 (Bock One) --Genesis BoOK (tuwws o™k Sut)  Tadtass tein S0 SEEm o khwe Csetrd

coms__ 2. Psalms 42-72 (Book Two) --Exodus Book

S HisTilicaL Doous 10 dla FaX.  ond

oot sl 3. Psalms 73-89 (Book Three)--Leviticus Book
wwnecass— 4, Psalms 90-106 (Book Four) --Numbers Book wsuwwauws.
wXomsren. 3. Psalms 107-150 (Book Five) --Deuteronomy Book

C.

When each section was canonized.

1. Book One and T::¢--Time of David.
2. Book Three--Time of Hezekiah.

3. Book Four--Time of David.

4, Book Five--Time of Ezra.

Scroll.

1. Egggéégzéggg_pa;allglﬁ_Lamgn;agigns (the 3rd book of Festival
Scroll). These Psalms are just iike Lamentations. Psa.
89:38-52 was added by Jeremiah who wrote it as a result of
King Josiah's death just like Lamentations was. Of the 19 Judaic
kings, Josiah was the only king of the four kings (there were only
four who were cast down from the throne) cast down who was
killed at an early age and in battle. Both Book 3 and
Lamentations deal with destruction and both have as their
time c¢f ccmplete composition the death of King Josiah. Now
note how they paraltel Leviticus.



3rd Bk. of Law
Leviticus: written
to give instruc-
ticns fer the
priests. The law
concerns itself
the CONSTRUCTION
of the religious
system in Israel.
But because Israel
sinned, the next
books are on
destruction.

ErS
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3rd Bk. of
3rd Bk. of Psalms # Festival Scioll
Written mainly by Lamentations: Written
priests and general by a priest, Jeremiah.
themes concern Major subject is
Temple. Major sub- DESTRUCTION. Read

ject is DESTRUCTION.

MosT OF PsaLMms oF WS SN 7% A
BY ASAPH. (deHRAVA:X)
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regularly on anniver-
sary of destruction
of Temple and Jeru-
salem by Neb. and
later by Titus.

TOUrOATINS OF ZARTH ouT oF CowRsE

The 4th Book of Psalms, Parallels the Book of Ecclesiastes.
Ecclesiastes speaks of the time of Feast of Tabernacles.
During the Feast the Israelites were to remember the wander-

ings of Istael for 40 years (Lev. 23:42-43).
the Law (Numbers) tells of these years of wanderings.
this 4th Book of Psalms has a millennium theme.

a. Psa. 90:4 speaks of 1000 years. Psa. 91 speaks of God
protecting His people during Day of Lord. And on and on
it goes. Even Paul refers to this 4th Book when referring
to the Millennium (Heb. 3:15 and 4:11).

The 4th Book of
And

Numbers:

The last six Psalms (6 is man's number) describe man's

frailness showing that even in the Millennium man is frail
and weak of himself.

in point 2 above.

4th Bk, of Law

4th Bk,

+#

of Psalms

This
book describes
the WILDERNESS
journey. 1Israel
needs to recall
this time at
Tabernacles and
in the Millen-
nium God says
"dwell in

booths" to re-
mind them of the
"booth-1iving" in
the WILDERNESS,
where they had to

depend upon God
for sustenance.

These Psalms describe
the Millennial condi-
tion which will come
to Israel and to the
earth. Mankind needs
to be reminded,
however, that he is
weak, frail and mor-
tal during the Mil-
lennium. The latter
Psalms have this as

their theme.
P5A90° 4 A Thitsmio YeaRs
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Following is a recap of the 4th Book of Psalms discussed

4th Bk. of
Festlval Scroll

Ecclesiastes: This
book describes the
vanity of trusting in
the great abundance
which God can and
will be giving to
mankind. Read at
Tabernacles to warn
Israel against
trusting in the Au-
tumn abundance. Has
the same teaching
for those living in
Millennium,

AT TAE 1000 RNV . 11 Lom NG bF CHLS -
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Va0 sz PResRVUM TG S OKLS IF WSS ANTS.
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3. 5th Bk. of Law

Deuteroncmx: A

summing up of
what was covered
in first four
bks. of the Law.
Specific laws
for Israel 1IN
THE PROMISED
LAND.

4, an_BQQk~Qf_Eﬁalma§

Parallels Exodus and Ruth.
b. Exodus describes the beginning of OT Church.
was to be the firstfruits of nations.

-26-

5th Bk. of Psalms

Summing up of what
was covered in first
four bks. of Pszalms,
Finally lead up to
HallelujahPsalms
which show Israel

IN THE KINGDOM OF
GOD and praising
Him,

L;ﬁ?? T T,

Sth Bk. of
Festival “Scroll

Esther: Read after

Tabernacles. It
speaks about the
complete salvation
coming to Judah as do
the last Psalms.

Ruth speaks of Pentecost.

Israel

Law was given

on Day of ¢f Pentecost according to Jewish tradition,

Penteccst is celebrated as the

festival.

"giving of the law"

c. 2nd Book of Psalms shifts from personal happenings of
David to what happens to Israel--God's Church--as a whole.

Tells about beginning of 0.T. Church.
5. lst Book of Psalms,

a. Parallels Genesis and Song of Songs which is read at

Passover,

b. Genesis shows origin of man.
of the redemption of that human race.

Song shows the commencement
1st Book of Pslams

shows David in the role of Christ who was to come, The
human side of Christfs ministry is found here.

Books of Proverbs and Job

1. Follows Psalms chronologically.
2. Psalms also preceeds because of David's authority.

Proverbs does, that is.

David

was one nearer to God's ideal than any other man.

3. Some consider Job to be a Gentile.

There are difficulties

(mainly chronological and historical in nature) which make
it difficult tc equate Job with the Job of Gen. 46:13, and

Israelite,

It may be possible, however.

They are guarded with the ut-
There are many reproductions of the Declaration
If original was destroyed no one

THE CONCLUSIONS TO OUR OLD TESTAMENT D1SCUSSION
A. How do we know we have the same OT that Ezra canonized?
B. Think about the way official records, especially those which
represent laws, are kept today.
most security.
of Independance for example.
could get away with changing one word without it being discovered.
C. Same is true with OT which was the secular as well as the religious

law of the Land.

every word of it to help their clients.

You can be sure lawyers were very familiar with

- L
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It is also true that once the physical nation ceased (70 AD)
the national courts disappeared.

l.

Preservation of Law became more the responsibility of

the religious leaders instead of the State.

Again there were several Jewish denominations and each made
sure the other did not change the text.

4th and 5th centuries saw some Jews try to correct the
official text with spurious ones.

To stop this, officials restored the old authoritative

Mss. handed down since pre-Roman days and made the standard
text--Masoretic Text, This is the one followed today and is
the one Ezra canonized.

APOCRYPHA AND SEPTUAGINT VERS1ON.

A.

The Apocrypha could not be part of the OT as it was written

in Greek not Hebrew. Read again about the significance of the
22 books being in the OT. The 49 books of Bible plus the 14 of
the Apocrypha make 63 books.

Chri | official Judai jecied the Apocrypha.

1.

2.
3.

4.

Christ doesn't mention the Apo. being a part of the division
of the OT in Lk. 24:44,45,

Jews were to keep the Oracles of God (Rom.3:2) not the Greeks.
There are 263 direct quotations from and about 370 allusions
LQ_pansages_lnﬁﬁl_Lfaund_ln_NIJ but none are from the

(ag46€ ME Time oF nmAw - e»u)
Joeephus says From the time of Artaxerxes, all occurrences

have been written down; but they are not regarded as entitled
to the like credit with those which precede them, because
there was no certain succession of-prophets" (Contra Apion.
1. 8). QMen‘ml.Am WRITING bF ScRQWeRL . )

Even the Apocryphal books themselves mention the Bible as
being apart from their own writings. See I Macc.4:46; 9:27;
12:9. Also note that the translator of the Book of
Ecclesiasticus makes no claim to have the work recognized as

HRADDE RELOL NIy T M\N\u\% Wkt CanOoNical o= semus mio taws W WML o HAKL .

SNk CANDE - IOD uIHWT WISH T

C.

Addition of the Apocrypha comes from Egypt.

1.

2.

Over a period of 150 years just before Christ, the Egyptians
wanted the literature of the Jews translated into the Greek
language so all people could read the works. v mwmons Lt
Their object was to translate what scholars considered the

divine literature of the Jews, not necessarily .the Divine

Canon. etz saol TTHeRE 1o A GiFPERERNE 1

By beginning of the 1lst century BC they translated any
literature of the Jews.

By the lst century AD certain Apocryphal works were being
associated with the canon though still not considered a part
of it.
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N‘E
The Jews hated the Septuagini so badly that they considered

the day it was translated, the worst day in Jewish History.
Jesus and Apostles pever quoted from it regardless of what
historians say for they would have been banished for even
quoting it.
Of the 263 direct quotes of the OT used by the Apostles, only
88 verbally agree with the Septuagint Mss we have today.
a. Why do they? Origen who is responsible for giving us
the Septuagint version we have today had several copies
of the Septuagint. But each one differed in places from
the other.
b. Origen attributed this to 'the carelessness of scribes,
or rash and mischievicus correction of the text by others,"
¢. How to corcect them and have a good version? "By the
help of God, using cur own criterion the-other versions."
d. In other words he used the N.T. which he highly esteemed.
That is why in 88 quotes the Septuagint Version agrees with
the Apostles--not that the Apostles agree with it or
quoteg it, Q1igen*made_Lhe_ggg;¢=gg;2gég;ileul M@gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaaﬁﬁaﬁééf
e. As far as using the Septuagint, He did not need it
reek and Hebrew equally well and could trans-
the Hebrew directly into the Greek by himself,

UE AN 1 NEZ0 Y8 QAUDTE

the Septuagint cannot be accepted.

The Taw portion of the Septuagint was without question trans-
lated from the Samaritan Pentateuch not the official Jewish
Version. They agree in 2000 places where they disagree with
the Jewish official Version.

The "Jews" used in translating the Septuagint were ''Samaritan
NPweNcs

OF savIR TRV DRLN~ ie. \NF
Jews. % 6N Sutslinind( trit TRE LAY

el
As a matter of fact even the Catholics did not accept the e
« They accepted

11 books (of the 14) then to be distinct from the Protestants and
to show their supposed authority over all spiritual matters.

The Protestants were saying they were spurious books.

This also brought their Bible up to 77 books while the

Protestant Bible has 66--man's number times 11.

E. Lost books of OT?

1.

UOE WhuLS NETT winie DIk WiS fosicied,
L hmuntird 0% Wis wiinela By QuomiV L Suih
ASPUR itaS RV 2T RO

Jude i4--is this speaking about a book cf Enoch that should

be in the Bible?

a. Iude dgesn't say he quoted from a book of Enoch. In
reality Jude is quoting an gQral prophecy handed down by
hcly men of Israel and Judah.

b. Another example of a ;g_xgn_n;gahggy is Mat._ 2:23.

c. There is
that bas this verse in it but it j i doing
away with God's Sacired Calendar. Jude would not have
quoted from it. And even if he had that would not have
made it part of the canon as Paul also quoted Greek poets
(Acts 17:23 and Titus 1:12).
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Other so-called lost books of OT.

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Book of the Wars of the Lord (Num. 21:14).

Book of Jashur (Josh. 10:13; II Sam. 1:18). -hers ig wwe oF mioses hoes otiail.
Book of the Acts of Solomon (I Kings 1l:41).

Book of Nathan the Prophet (I Chron. 29:29).

Book of Gad the Seer (I Chron. 29:29).

Prophecy of Ahijah the Shiloite (II Chron. 9:29).

Visions of 1ddo the Seer (II Chron. 9:29).

Note that the last 4 books were quoted in the works that
Ezra canonized. Why didn't he add these books to the canon.
The answer is he wasn't authorized to do so.

There_are no lost books of the Bible,
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XVII, DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

A Christ ) >hm «T( M 4 053
. ist's way does not change (Heb 13 8 Jam. 17, Mal 3:6).

1. Thus He used same _system to canonize both O.T, and N.T.
a. Used highest ranking men in Israel to canonize O.T.
They were the high ranking priests (Deut. 31:9) or
rightecus kings of the House of David (see list of

7 periods of canonizatiocn to follow later).

b. Therefore He would use the apostles in N.T.

2. R.Catholic Church had nothing to do with canonization.
They admit that canon was already complete when their
church even discussed whether certain books should be
in it. Synod, 397 A.D., is first.

B. Moses was a type of Christ. TWE NEW TLSTAMLAT CERTERS o CHRIST .
1. Moses given rank of God (Ex& 4: 16}mew§%wkmﬂkg$ever he said
was accounted as coming from &od Himse
2. Given this office because he was to give the people the
written and codified Law of Gcd for the first time. The Law
was known before (Gen. 26:5) but never written down. Moses
was the only man used to reveal God's Law to man.
3. All prophets that followed merely commented on these Laws
but never revealed any other 1aws et Gt oot s At < 0 T, PRaY e U CARTLAAHE uTHBNY.
b#xfﬁ'le?{“ﬁi?f.'@'{‘,"ﬁé&“’)“‘“‘w 4, Therefore, Moses was_the —of Israel in O.T. fwkeuwns o omed reormt LkeHin.
5. Moses said another would arise like him (Deut. 18:15, 18-19;
Acts 3:22-24), rtuaco t6 b PROMHLY. From Among it SRaIwoaL-
Mo s o e NATUUL i CHUSTGG e 8. Was to magnify the Law--to bring out Law's true signific-
A cance (lsa. 42:21).
b. Was to bring the final Spiritual Law.

C. Jesus gave the N.T.
1. Intended new literature to be added to 0.T. (Mat. 5:17).
a. "Fulfill the Law" means "to fill up'" the revelation of
God.
b. N.T. was to be added to O0.T. to complete the Bible--the
revelation of God.
c¢. Did not mean He Himself would personally write the N,T.
but His disciples would do it for Him. Principle is that
covered in Jn,&4:l-2,  iits- G amnk ors,
2. Disciples were to write N.T. $ee lsa. 8:13- 17" (For proof thlstggﬁ?‘ﬁg.
is speaking cf N.T. times see [sa 7:14, 8:24 9:6; 1 Pet. e
2:6-8; Rom. 9:33).
a. Meant Jews would not accepf Christ's message revealed in
N.T. (This is Iaa. 8:13-17 prophet1c meaning). "
b. "Bind" means to "canonize. Car vy ast el T i Wi et Vil At o
c. The disciples would know all Truth and the Church would
not have to wait centuries for the complete truth to be
revealed by Augustine and other church "fathers" (Jn.

16:12-15; /Mat., 28 19-20).,
,: v RS "L ‘ TR ISR W <. A T AN N YO
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D. Disciples knew they were to canocnize N.T.
1, All writers of Bible are called prophets. See Lk 16:29.
24:27; Rom. l:23 Acts 26327, 28:23, Y
2. 11 Pet. 1:19 shows that the prophets had returned and M s, v @ b sl
inspired writings would be cowing from them. e T
3, Paul knew he was helping to write Scripture (Rom. 16:25-26;
11 Cor. 12:7; Epb. 3:3, 5; Cot. 1:25-265 I Cor. 14:37;
1 Cor. 2:12-13; 1 Thes. 2:13).

XVIII. CANON NOT NEEDED AT FIRST

A. Apostles felt J.C. would come in their lifetime. Here's why:

1. Dan. 9--the 70 weeks prophecy gives no indication that the
final half week would be delayed over 1900 years.

2. Dan. 1iit--No apparent long period of time fiom A. Epiphanes
to second coming of Christ.

3. They did not understand the 7 times or Times of Gentiles.
But there was nc need for them to understand them yet,

4, Christ never told them when the Kingdom ¥ 1d come (Mat,
24:42, 25:13; Mk. 13337 13:35, 265 Lk. ’é—e—ge—, Acts 1:7),

5. Some of Christ s statements could have led disciples to
believe K. would be set up soon (Mat., 332 4:17 10:7;
Jn. 21:22; Mat, 16:27-28).

6. Mat. 24:34--even Olivet prophecy sounded like it would be
for them,

7. Paul thcught coming would be in his lifetime (1 Thes. 4:15-
163 11 Thes. 2:1-23; 1 Cor, 15:51-52; 1 Cor. 7:29, 31
Rom. 13:11-123 also James did too--lames 537-9).

B. But about 60 AD the disciples realized that the coming would be
much later (Heb. 4:9; 11 Pet, 3:8) and realized the need for
a N.T. canon.

X1IX. THE FIRST CANONIZATION OF THE N.T.
ek gt
Pecfla I This Wk w A, 11 Peter was written by Peter to explain why he was canonlzing'the

wu
1 Tua T Cowny, . T&u&mk o¥ — . -
 Noup Liat ’ N.T. (Read this section in the thesis for complete detail.) Fuar /s 1o

DoBals keods maalPiile., Vi3, Bewl Msicdns
£ Ar,0mA WAST HHORS 1.5 DoRTH - UT KA o0 Bamme

wwk inpbareX el ws - B,  John and Peter were both to be used i1n canonizing the N.T. V.3 R s

CHURLA G ST idam ukd - ; ZEm S X
o dheo, 1, Peter canonized 22 books (probably)--ail but John's books.gé_Q:::;Jﬁ
t.gfnéﬁﬁﬂuwmnmnmumm He followed the O.T. as a puide but knowing John!s were.to ! ; o <
(8112 . . . . s How
LS Tt gome (11 Pet, 1:18). The "we' jn this ?&ﬁtgif" is ve- Twhgnﬁué¥
2 . . —— Hpws (ITRMASALY, g Stm
st ferring to John and Peter which is exﬁialne 1o this Vie - we
seégién of the thesis referred to in point "A" above. —53 “:‘
2. John\added bhis 5 books making the total no. of N.T. books iy
27. fif2t. 2.6 PAvie Wi
, Bl THE &
C. Then the Bib had 49 books (7x7)., There were also 7 canoni- -t JOsf
zation periods\in completely cancnizing the entire Bible: 32
maxr,
AN At maaTish Destimcrion 00 TUW b LW
N luke. _ .
Bosm] ooesnt wrmevion 20 uN WRaTe Hic Bodics . .
5’;:: BY LLa T savrs Aok ov TH4 GOSPEL OF 0w WHERE wotOYou fuf IT”
oS GosPELS . LAGT. €0 ME D20CED 1v BLhKea
‘ [Chvakals trore, - " so THwr Wi wWowcd Ky o Wi
. _ . 9;..44: M Qa2 - Thmgs et omrd LV AT PuT N AETRLOARY.
:L\LMH.&;";LW.'J s LeT A VeEol Wi 2duio tevatuing). ——_— PETat Ao JUE Mo Mbo WENLED APALT
- O M 01- 9B AL s ST e o 22 Bosgs of IOWM
UL i WL L b DL svgep 5 IRTLY Leomss sWsLATION

, . ) S Books o~ Joww
A2t s 2 27 Naw Tas; Baory
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. Moses
David_and Sclonon
Isiah and Hezekiah
Jeremiah and _Josiah
Ezra and Nehemiah
Peter and Baai™
John

.

NV S LN

PROPER ARRANGEMENT OF THE N.T.

The canonizers put the 7 GeneralEpistles before Paul's Epistles.
Q5% PUT GEVRAL EPisTess BEGORE Rhul's. +HE Prassr wimuz monT comss BRavn U crunity -

Paul himself shows that other apostles were before him,, See
Gal. 1:17. It was the Western "Fathers'Qgﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁésgﬁéig‘Ceneral q?mtakmmﬁifﬁﬁgﬁ
Epistles (Jewish books) behind Paul‘s, This put Romans first.zf;g{fzxzf © e

The East agreed with original canonization but West did not.

ROMAN EXCUSE FOR EXALTING PAUL

A.

Gnostics up to the second century claimed the Christian Church

had two divisions: One for Jews and one for Gentiles.

1. Acts 15 is said to make this distinction. Gentiles were told
not to bother being circumcized.

2. But Paul did not just teach Gentiles from that time on. He
always taught the Jews first and then went to the Gentiles,

The arrangement of the Books of the N.T. by John (final
canonizer) was considered the "early Jewish arrangement.'" It
was designed for the Jewish '"section" of the Church.

This was all part of the Gnostic plan to remove Church leadership
from the Jews.

The Bible itself proved that this 2-church theory actually existed
among these Gnostics. - I11 John was written to prevent such an
idea from spreading.(Read this section in the thesis for complete
detail).

When Polycarp (disciple of John) disputed with Anicetus (Bishop
of Rome) about the date of Passover, Anicetus rejected John's
authority in the matter and changed the date. Anicetus re-
spected his authority over the Jewish Church but not over the
Gentile Church,

Finally in latter part of second century the Gentiles rejected
the Jewish Christians as Christians at all. Gentiles were the
leaders of the Church., Peter the Apostle to the Jews could now
be considered one of their own--since the entire church was now
Gentile--and they made him to be head of the church.
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G. The West considered Book of Hebrews non-Pauline as it was too
Jewish. One reason why theyds not accept it as being Paul's.
e jofe 'L*
N.T. EVIDENCE THAT GENERAL EPISTLES MUST PRECEDE PAUL'S l’f
. P f THE ARS uwéU-.'
A. They are general and not written to specific Churches as Paul's {|mms. n wave w
They WRITTEA D R2no Govidar MU, 2sa1ic LOGLIAL 1D 10 ADORSSS THE Callne Befols THE PR - Yo STRanusR
WET €. fgrienihR. THE SubTecls AL cidmlae . L HORTHERS P’y
WD CHESIA A e . WD 2z & PRRT
. MANET " v 0.3 uslibewsiia
B, Contain only general infcrmation. You must feed spiritual in- JE DLARATIAN
fants on general teaching in order for them to learn properly.
James is the mest general in whole N.T. besides the Gospels.
I Pet, 2:2,
. o TrHE Tew ﬁ‘asr.‘.’ N
C. God always went tc the Jews first (Rom. 1:16; 249, 2:10). Paul
himself did the same (Gal. 2:9). SsucHr twewudt in Aew ReE 28T
D. M&M&G&mﬁ@mdﬁm%ﬁledam (Gal. 1:17 )~ atorec arvoez ms.
THEN SHbun Came ERST in THE Z anod TAMES THE HARD OF THe Cli . YREW PTER Tton B
E. All had greater administrative authority (Gal, .2:9, 2:2; Acts T
SHMES : " TATION .
15219 ) . omse 82 3AMEs ~ Ho mave Tiee DeCision - ThmEs, CEreR DAY, PRIMIGLY oTIISS OF
F. G.Epistles pive a proper orientation to the understanding of
! HEWS LW E untel STHN DG TD SRIRITUAL SUbIRLXS, IT Het0s T0 RE GRAOUAL . .
Bou's WORD 18 TS UIRT, Saw e CAN SEZ AND udDSReTAND. (IF You whut ™ undeecmyd xomeniitl in ™ BRLE , @™ T BLACE WRELTT 15 FI0ST /
INTHE BIBLZ ) TmmEs GIVES wVD UNDELSTOOING DF FAITH - PETER-HOPE JDWM-LNVE  SMOE - WATEM out FAQ HERZSY. Wi iS PRACi (AL |
G. Peter menticns his, James and John's works before Paul‘s

(I1 Pet. 1:18-19--Peter, James and John saw Jesus transfigured.

Paul's wcrks are mentioned in 3:16 )7 mruus tato necunsmaimnd. temt wns TewiNe WE ReAosR THAT THE S

iVt E0isTLA Jduwn BE QDT af uddwlsmion. sulY LodicaL W S
ILFOLE You Wi LoNe—THML K PhuLe EMiTLeS . Nol RETER.

PROPER ORDER OF THE SEVEN GENERAL EPISTLES

A. Rank of authority (Gal_. 2:9). /Jm;,cams, TOMN . /zw'&au. Widei Pes o Bilc )
B. Subject matter.
1. James writes about first principles of Christian living--
getting along with each other (4:1).
2. Peter is a little stronger meat. eSpm]&}-X Q%Pf%gktTﬁlg'%%V_ﬁér; -ti-c "t govnw sl BebNNG
3. Jchn spoke cf keeping the ComfrEhdtents LOVE i¢ KailWu COpm. Giv ‘."m‘“k‘”acub‘:m
4, Jude was the strongest against the herw\?&wﬁf" retne - -
Jundd  Loutumt rwZ THE Eaird oNCE DPELidadse. —
(RecaoimaLntion of PeTar - BWLX  McRE SoraKTILATED \)
C. Follow order of attributes of 1 Cor. 13:13.
1. James speaks of Faith.
2. Peter speaks of Hope.
3. John speaks of Loves 1kt Kithinu 0f commmiomams.
THE FOUR GOSPELS
A. They are in Proper order. MAT. 97+ Gutt T~LL THE LPW.
1. Matthew is first. MAviauy G R LWTE .,
a. Written first.- (masiriod) .
b. Lontents. Connects 0.T. with N.T. lnz_a_zirthl_Qn_bio%. INFEREX (W0 N TEWs w0 P el

Wa: written to the Jews. "To the Jew first.' Vuriec nieivem 8ok T 8aious ooTN,
Hen 1 2LV TROUS A DRCENOANT O 0AVIO. - THL KMNGOBM  LEGAL LNG .

N, Ak W0 ks 02E THE afNofric GovPLis . - OWutiNL Or <AMS T M4 .
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suis B Bevite. ximet n Co Rank. Matthew was a Levite. Quite possibly a &EEEE
e QEsY. . . \t :
priest. E#ES priests at that time often had more than

g S IAM ALY of . >
P 116 T aramenr ¢ S one job thus Matthew was a tax collector. Towshon
2. Mark second because he wrote his gdBpel at behest of Peter. !
He was Peter’'s secretary so to speak. ™ e stw - wh k. MO T BALN
3. .
Juke third because { e zaugg“atwpehei;/of Paul who was of ‘
lesser authority han Peter.  mewss suftu Mtiaen 4o Rowe

4, John is last despite authority over Paul. Reason is that
when Peter canonized his 22 books of N.T., Jchn hadn't written
Gospel of John yet. When John canonized the N.T. he added
his gospel with the others. And since it dealt with matters
the others left out (tying up the loose ends of Christ's
teachings) he put it in fourth position.

B. Notice why the four divisions of N.T. are where they are:

1. First are the four Gospels.
a., Contain the most basic cf all Christ’s teachings.
b. Sayings to disciples while yet unconverted.
c. Mature teaching promised to come later (Jn. 16:12).

2. Second are the General Epistles. The Christian who has
mastered the Gospels and Acts is now ready for "milk"
doctrines.

3. Third are the Epistles of Paul. The real '"meat."

4, Fourth is the Revelation.

C. The one majcr principle surrounding the positioning of the books
is the pripciple of PROGRESSIVE TEACHING. e 7 Enenteoims

WK = CHmosst.

XXV, THE EPISTLES OF PAUL
1 CutNES.  REGRAHSINE SRMNG,

o) tw ~_ A. Hebrews is only Epistle of Paul that is out of position.
w CoRw. u‘\(m“ sindLE M) Should come after II Thes
\.IﬂL. ARV . . -
“eom teshuthakion 2. Western (Roman) Church couldn't believe it was Paul's
ﬁﬁ) Shbioade Epistles as it was speaking of Jewish subjects. So they
T T mpmine. wigwe e put it at the end of all Paul's Epistles.
g P |%

7% J\"_‘.M

10 Tim
?ﬁﬁ] B. Design of Paul's Epistles--Divided into 3 sections.
1. First 9 written to 7 Churches (Rom., Cor., Gal., Eph., Phil.,
Col., Thes.).
a, Paul worte to only 7 Churches as they covered the general
information of N.T. which concerns '"Church" matters.
b. Tells of major doctrines and how to keep the Holy Days.
2. Hebrews. A general letter to all Christians.
3. Pastoral Epistles (private 1etters). (Tim., Titus, Philemon).
')h’\ e O oy Tl (Ll ot 1@\“‘{(‘?\’(‘ MATTER. .
C. Why this order? Same as the Gospels. Teaches in Tessive
Leach;ng“mgghgd'"“We Learn God's message in step-by-step manner.
1. -Contains instructions for those who had only learned
the first principles of the Gospels. It is an introduction
book to the teachings of doctrines. Heb. 6:1-3 shows the
basic doctrines and Romans covers them all and in the same

order: Comin b UANTBAC
(A i8] ’s mm»\
v
Fome wlmmwwmm - Bt S Pl
5. Rasypfacnivn
0. ET2lan SWOL ST .
Catpy o WAL e i el Goeilos g e st
= W, Goeg N T as (Rey e LV

drizkS sht WRT 1T .6 A MATTRE- BF RABC . ..
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a. Repentance (1-2)1 . d. Holy Spirit (8)

b. Faith (3%-5) E%L e. Resurrection and Judg. (9-11)
c. Bapti:m (6) _j

alsc written to babes (3:1-2) and is same as

[Romans:
a. Repentance and Faith (first few chapters)

b. Baptism (10} )

S #*C Holy Spirit (12-14)covcemming srkiteac GTs. 3, SP/Riruse Gave - s@iRTUWAL G 75
w Dma‘?‘—{RESuI rection and Jedgment (15). Not muey on Judomewr.

3. ~l_‘g‘or'1nt1~.i§]:1“_, is a littie more mature (II Cor. 6:13).,

4, wrltten to immature Christians (1:6) who were -

~p1r1tua11y weak (3:1),

5. D an~} i¢ for the spiritualty mature., From here on Paul's
Epistles are for tne mature (Eph. 4:12-14). 5&11 immaturity
pis cecT (matues)
o N ; Pefl cecT (maTuRs/ MAN
is left behlnd B R T Log g eiMe S of Sp"%u)‘mmh
6. L. Lhe matu<e. the same.
7. 13) at e even more mature. Speak of second

coming re~uzxéc 1cn judgement upon Man of Sin and the Beast
System; Christians aIen"t ready for all the information about
second coming and resurrection until they have mastered all
preceding Epistles,

8. Hebrews isc most mature dectrinally. It deals with what will
happen after the Resurrection. Wedsiypjbiz Fie ices . Burees bo nefl MU
a. The Mitlennium (4, 12)

b. Day of Atonement--Satan bound (9)
c. Man‘s purpore fulfilied (2:5-9)
d. 6:5

e. Lamb marries lsrael (8)

f. 9sitl 10:1, 37 11:1€,

e lob 61
S D. Holy D gg Pai gllela in Paul's Epi-tles

re
P L - vesins 1. -- speaks of events fuifilled on Day of Trumpets.,
by D e bk (Thes. was the seventh Church area and Day of Trumpets comes  +=*"%fw
:fm” i eme nemss resohs.on first day of seventh month). Q-6 s, )
- . 1Rum b "y
] j -1;“4‘5:“;“1 o TS il | w--dlicu ex(zté&“e“rg”.c W&%@:&s7)dvu§s%i&m%§ WM
Conr b TRRUMLIAS Tabernacles™t4:9 ¥"ahd Last Great Ba
( 3. L=gg£;gggééga-—the simple Pa:zsover Epzstle (5:7-8, 11:23- dﬂfbé“Q
it ‘J ﬁg”“ 24, 10:16).
Juumyuwww 4. falatiansg--speaks of Dayi_iﬂLJh%Leazﬁnﬁd_Bxead. He speaks of _ .
{rﬁ’o‘;"m‘?’ Circumcision Which was angy; associated by Jews with first Bogt:
' day of U, B. (5:6- 9)¥**¥sc Paul is giving a Christian inter- i
pretation of the significance of Days of U.B. ) i
5. Bomans--gives real meaning <. Pentecost (8). 1 Cor., 12-14 lafinty o o b

and 1I Cor. 3 alsc discuss Holy Spirit, Jewish tradition
places giving cf the faw on Day of Pentecost). Yo LA, f"// d/

E. pPastoref Fpisties of Paul (Personal letters to ministers in the
Churches. Therefcre shculd be ~on-i1dered most mature of all
Epistles.)

Note the crder they are in and why they are in that order:
1. Rapk (as in General Epistles)

a. Tigmcthy--Fuvangelist cve~ all Western Asia Mincor
b, Titus--lesser rank and over Crete.
¢, Phijer i--Don‘t know what area he was over but must have been of

lesser rank than other two.



2.

3.

V'\:
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Racial order ("to the Jew first')
a. Timothy--one half Jew (Acts 16:1).

b. Titus and Philemon--both Gentile.
PHLE Mol AND WAL UATH MIoulbERSTRND MG - Tiitbatod Ui YO B CORRROTTS - Woain LET THAT G TiLL LAST.
C tommon SENSE).

XXVI. CANONIZATION OF PAUL'S EPISTLES

Al

How did Peter get all of Paul's Epistles and who arranged them?

1.

2.

Did
1.

First realize that Paul knew he would help complete the

Bible (Rom. 16:25-27 Col. 1:25-26),

Paul, seeing death near (II Tim. 4:6-7), may have arranged

and set apart his own letters and given them to Peter.

a. Paul called for Mark to perform a particular service
("for the ministry" in II Tim. 4:9-11 means "for a
service'").

b. The Parchments spoken of in 4:13 are Paul's Epistles
(Read Pages 493-497 in thesis for complete detail).

Mark's role.

a. Immediately after Paul's death (app. 66 AD) Mark goes to
Peter in Babylon (I .Pet.--5:13).

b. Mark's "service'" (IL Tim. 4:9-11) was therefore to bring
Paul's letters to Peter for canonization. Immediately
after this we find Peter referring to Paul's Epistles as
Holy Scripture (II _Pet, 3:16).

Paul arranged his Epistles in proper order and Peter placed

them in proper sequence in N.T.

Paul edit his Epistles before his death?

Ezra edited certain sections of O,T. So Paul certainly could
have edited his Epistles to give them more universal appeal.
An—-example of Paul's editing is Rom. 16:25-27, When Paul was
placing his books in proper order for canonization he knew
Romans would be the first book and an introduction to the

rest of his works. So in editing his Epistles before sending
them to Peter - Paul added these 3 verses to introduce the
subject of the "mystery'" covered in Ephesians and Col. Should
go at the end of Rom. 14 however. Old mss. have it that way.

What difference does it make if edited by Paul?

1.

2.

3.

Shows that Paul was preparing his Epistles for a different

purpose than what they were originally intended.

Paul had a personal hand in canonizing his own letters. No

need for ‘addition except it was to be referred to by later

Christians whom he couldn’t talk to personally.

"At Ephesus'" (Eph. 1:1) was added later by Paul. Some mss

have a blank space there.

a. This was a circular letter. First sent to Ephesus and then
sent to all churches en route ending at Laodicea.

b. The Letter to Lagdicea (Col. 4:16) may be the Ephesian one.
Both written at same time and resemble each other.

c¢. Paul at time of editing added "at Ephesus" to fill the
blank. It was the first church to receive it.

Mk. 16:9-20 is a possible addition by Peter who had Mark

write that Gospel.
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XXVIII.

.37.

End of Acts deleted.

1, Does not end with "Amen'",

2. Brings u- up to 62 AD and leaves us "hanging".

3. Luke was witn Paul in 66 AD (II Tim. 4:11) when the Parch-
ments were edited and arranged. He could have completed the
bouvk of Acts then. He might have., 1f so the inspired editors
dileted it. Otherwise it was never completed in the first
place.

4, Jchn who could have written the whole history in the 90's
added nothing to Acts.

5. Why "unfinished"? Pcs=ibly to hide the real history of
Gnosticism seeping in and taking over the '"Christian" church
thus giving the prouphesied apostacy opportunity to occur.

Early Church "Fathers" are absolutely silent on editing of N.T.
Thus the cnly ones it could be are the apostles themselves.

DISPOSITION OF OTHER APOSTOLIC LITERATURE

A.

B.

Paul as well as all cther apostles probably wrote hundreds of
letters to the Churches {I Cur. 5:9).

All others nct used in N,T, must have been destrcyed by Peter.

Otherwise there ccuid be nc real canon.

JOHN'S FINAL CANONIZATION 1fist Amstie ™ fur Lved 7w iN OR0ER.

A.

John was teld he would live to see Christ's second coming in
yision (Jn. 21:22--compared with Mat, 16:28).

John fulfilled Jn. 16:13.

One reason for John's Gospel was tc sum up-his authority

to canonize the N.T.

1. .Jo. 21:22 was written to show Jokn's authority to canonize.

2. At his time some were questioning the Bock of Revelation and
John's authority in general. So John says he is fulfilling
Jdn. 16:13.

Last verses of Jchn are the summation of the Gospels and
show we have all that is necessary for us today.

Book of Revelaticn,
1. Complets canon (Rev., 20:12-15).
a. "Buoks" is same werd (Gk.) used for the "Sacred Writings"
{in. 12:48). Thus "The Bible" could be substituted for
"the Becoks'". . -
b. aiticle "the" in front of "books" shows®Word of God was
complete now.
c. When Dan. 7:10 written thbis was not so. ''the books" in
Dan. 7:10 should be just "bcoks". '"the" isn't in criginal
(See Companion Bible).
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2. Rev., 2i:5-6 shows God's Word now complet

F N.T. CANONIZATION

A'

Scholars have no guide lines in choosing which ancie T
to follcw as the original. They believe that the older the mss.
the better. But the Bible does give guidelines as to who was
givkn charge over the canon.
John sent Revelation to the seven Churches. They were to keep it.
1. was the chief Church of the seven.
2. 1t is clear that the complete N.T., was given to the Christian
Chs. in Asia Minor for preserving.
3. Rome wasn't center of canonization. Thefcenter Church in the
entire area covered by books of N.T. is(}
4, 27 bcoks sent to Greek-speaking Christians in Asia Minor.

Could the Egyptian Sinaiticus Mss. be the correct one? There is
complete lack of interest show of Egypt in N.T. When mentioned
it speaks of "coming cut" of her. We shculdn’t look to Egypt

to find Ged's true Woid.

What of the Veticanus Mss. from North Africa. This is the home
area of many church "Fathers'" of RCC. But not one Church of
God is mentioned as being in that area in N.T.

Thus we see that the logical place to lock for the proper N.T.
Canon is in Western Asia Minor and Greece. Here is where the
Byzantine Test is found. °

XXX. REMARKABLE SIGNS OF CANONICAL COMPLETION

A.

"7" shows completion. 7x7 is 49 "

1., There are 49 book: in Bible as
2. The whole accent is upon our Bible being the COMPLETE Bible.

completion times completion'.
. B _x 21 Mt

There are seven parts to 0.T.

1. There are 3 great divisions in O.T. but they have divisions
within them: Law, Prophets, Psalms (Writings). This is how
they are divided:

a. The.lLaw (not divided).
b. The Prophets (divided into two sections)
1) Former Prophets
2) Latter Prophets. (divided into two sections)
a) Major Prophets
b} Minor Prophets
c. Psalms (divided into three sections)
1) Meggilot (Middle 5 bcoks)--or Festival Scroll.
2) Poetic type books--Psalms, Prov., Job.
3) Restoration type books--Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles.
(Weitten about and during the restoration of Jews
1eturning from Babylon).
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The preceding were the -even major divisions of the Bible.

There wére seven canonization periods (as discussed before).

Other "7°'s" of the Bible:

1.

66 Books in the Bible (reducing each section to highest
number of bocks). But there are 5 books in book of Psalms.
Thus 65 books pius 5 books equal 70 books. This is 10x7.

7 General Epistles

14 Pauline Epistles

Paul wrote 7 Churches (the 7 Churches in Revelation represent
the entire history of the Church). These Church Epistles
represent all (7 -ignifies "complete") universal doctrines
needed to teach the Church.

Delete or add cne book tu the Bible and you have chaoz. Truly
this is the COMPLETE WORD OF GOD::;

NUMRESUS DOES (oMa O XD,



THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS AND DIVISIONS

Parts Ngu ##

[ Genesis
The Exodus
I. Law 1 Leviticus 1 S~
Division Numbers
L Deuteronomy
([The Former . {Joshua—Judges}' 2 Y
The Prophets Samuel—Kings !
1I. %4 The Major Isaiah
The Latter |Prophets Jeremiah 3 } g
Prophets Ezekiel
The Minor .
\ L Prophets {The Twelve }I 4 _? 12
rThe Poetic Psalms
(or Metre) Proverbs .5 } Ky
Books Job
;Ir‘h:ti ghe'll t N‘-?"“ﬂl‘;° ?‘325 °F Senes -
r ngs egillo ‘

III. (Fsains) | or Festival el Lamentations o 6 } <
o(\\ MN Division |Beeks T, Psther : 5
A= w The Daniel | <

Restoration Ezra~Nehemiah »{ 7 '})
Books Chronicles l

_—_’__,__,———‘7

S » TP, 37 MY




THE LAW
Division

THE
II PROPHETS
Division

THE
I WRITINGS
(Psalms)
Division

THE OLD TESTAMENT CANON

"The Former

The Laitter
Prophets -

i

T A R

- Megilloth

—T‘he Poetic
{or Metre)
Books

The
or Festival

Books

The
Restoration
Eooks

Prophets fn,:/'; ':M"J"ﬁ

\

[ The Major
Prophets

The Minor
Prophets

i

[ Genesis !
Exodus

Leviticus 3 -

Numbers
| Deuteronomy > __|

Joshua 1

] Judges 2 L

Samuel 2
_Kings

|

A A

[ Isaiah

Jeremiah . -

«l The Twelve /

1

L_EZ ekiel

4 Ezra-Nehemiah-

~{ Song of Songs ‘_f'j<

Ruth
L.amentations
Ecclesiastes

|_Esther a._.J

Daniel

—‘f"s alms ]
Proverbs -
| Job _

L_Chronicles _LJ

~

Parts

o,
prew o’ €
’ ¢

JANRRRES
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I

GOSPELS
and
ACTS

GENERAL
EPISTLES

PAUL'S -
EPISTLES

. IV REVELATION

THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON

F_GOSpels

__[_\_.cts

[Church
Epistles

Pastoral

| Epistles

_ﬁ)pistles

lto

Seven
Churches

General

| Epistle

[ James
I Peter
II Peter
I John
II John
I John

__J_ude

1

[ Romans

Galatians
Ephesians

Colossians

-1 Hebrews

N

TTimothy
4 1I Timothy
Titus

| Philemon

-l Revelation

| I Corinthians
II Corinthians
Philippians

I Thessalonians
| 11 Thessalonians |

L]

Parts
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NUMBERING oF OT BOOKS

THE LAW: Genesis 1
Exodus 2
Leviticus 3
Numbers 4
Deuteronomy 5
) QﬁﬁﬁJQ Jw%)”n
THE PROPHETS: [Joshua, Judges ! 6
I Samuel, II Samuel, I Kings, II Kings 7
Hobvicid  Isaiah . 8
Pooo K Jeremiah 9
Ezekiel . 10
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 11
Nahan, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai,
Zechariah, Malachi
THE WRITINGS: Psalms 12
Proverbs 13
Job 14
Song of Solomon 15
Ruth - 16
Lamentations . 17
Ecclestastes 18
Esther 19
Daniel 20
Ezra, Nehemiah 21

I Chronicles, II Chronicles 22

The above list shows the original inspired order and num-
bering--22 scrolls. Counting each book separately, as is done
in the King James Version, yields 39.
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Susa, Daniel's prophecies were never given in the Land of
Israel--the Holy Land of God.
All these differences serve to indicate‘Daniel‘s

unique pooiLion among Old ‘lestament writers. Most com-

mentators have noticed these 1lmportant factors.l

The Significance of the Festival Scrolls

As mentioned previously, the five books of the
Megilloth, all written by or for royalty, lack the author-~
itative sign-manual of Hezeklah. This omisslon explailns
why ohé canonicity of these particular books was sometimes

Ve e

called into question., But these books or .‘fFestival
Scrolhidefinitely form part of the Word of éod;

Ezra put these five books into the canon and ordained
that they be read at specified times. No one who fears |
God should think for a moment of negating Ezra's authority
in Lhis matter. After all, he tells us that the Book of
Lamentations, one of the Megilloth books, had long been
made’ "an ordinance in Israel." Ezra was carrying on that
ordlnénce "to this day" (II Chfon. 35:25)., With Lamenta-
tions already being read on the anniversary of the destruc-
tion of the Temple, he had only to match the other four
books toAthei? particular times of reading. With wor-
shippers in the Temple and synagogues. hearing those five

books read and expounded every year, there was hardly need

lrange, "Daniel," p. 2.

Seppet
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for the authoritati?e slgn-manual to be attached.

‘Let us study these five Megilloth books |
(Festival Scrolls) to determine why Ezra’positioned them‘in
the manner in which they are found in the Jewlsh 01d Testa-

ment.

The Song of Songs

From Ezra's day, the Song of Songs was. read in the

- Temple and synagogue services regularly during the Passo&er

season., Thié 1s the first Holy Day season in God's calendar--

and'it occurs 1in the early spring. Notice the theme of Song

of Songs. The whole book bears a springtime Setting—uthe

time of Passover, The book 1s a love story and springtime
is the proverbial season for courtship and love. Notice
this springtime.theme deplcted in the Song of Songs.

For, lo, the winter 1is past, the rain is
over and gone; the flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of birds is
come, and the volice of the turtile (dove) is
heard in our land; the fig tree putteth
forth her figs, and the vines with the
tender grapes give a good smell (blossom-
ing). Arise, my love, my falr one, and
come away (Song 2:11-13).

. The book is constantly referring to springtime
flowers and vegetation.

My beloved is mine, and I am his: he
feedeth among the 1ilies (Song 2:16).

My beloved 1is gone down ., . ., to gather
11lles ., . . He feedeth among the 1illes
(Song 6:2, 3).

I went down into the garden . . . to see



Chapter Twenty-One
THE EPISTLES OF PAUL

In the corrazct manuscript order the fburteen Eplstles
of Paul follow. the seven Geneyal Epistles, The ancient
arrangement of these Pauline epilstles has always been the
same as that found in our King James Version, .with one
exception, Following the order of the Western Church, the
King James Version positions the Book of Hebrews last of
all in the Paullne dlvision, But this was not 1ts place in
the official manuscript order, nor where the early eastern
"fathers" always placed 1t. |

. The proper pdsitioning for the Book of Hebrews 1s
righﬁ after II Thessalonians—-just before I Timothy.
Nearly all the manuscrlpt evidence supports this.

| Scrivener writes.

In the Paulilne Epistles, that /epistle/
to the Hebrews lmmedlately follows the
second to the Thessalonians in the four
great codices Vatlcanus, Sinaiticus,
Alexandrinus, and Ephraemi,l

In the mdrgin of his wofx, Scriveﬁer 1ists some of
the many manuscripts which position the Book of Hebrews
immediétei& after II Thessalonlans. The evidgdce that
Hebrews belongs there 1s so strong, one wonders huw 1t

could ever have been removed out of place,

1Scrivener, Introduction, vol. I, p. Th4.
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The reason, however, for the relevation of Hebrews
to the énd of Paul's writings 1s not difficult to discover.
Scrivener tells us why the Western Church (i.e. in Roman
Catholic areas) removed 1t to lasL position. It was

an arrangément which at first, no doubt, -
originated in the early scruples prevall-
ing in the Western Church, with respect
to the authorship and c%nonical authority
of that divine epilstle, '

The Latins simply would not have a book to the
Hebrews to be a Pauline eplstle. The early Roman Catholic,
Jerome,. tells us that many westerners would not even
recelve it as canoalcal., Virtually all easterners, however,
accepted 1t.

- In his letter to Dardanus, Jerome wrote:
To our own people /in the West/, we must
say that this Eplstle, which 1s inscribed
"To the Hebr is," 1s received as the Apostle
Paul's, not only in the churches of the
East, but by all the eccleslastical writers
of former times. But the Latins do not 3
recelve it among the cauonical scriptures.

The Western Church could not think that Paul, the

Apostle to the Gentiles, would have concerned himself with

writing an epistle to Hebrews. But what stupldity.
" Such reasoning ignores Acts 9:15, which plainly
states that Paul was comnissioned to go both to the Centliles

and to Israel, And, in every place we find Paul preaching

" in the Book of Acts, he preached to the Jews first. Paul

21p1d.  -3wWnytehead, p. 131.
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had every reason to write such a "Jewish" epistile.
The anonymous eplstle anciently super-
scribed "To the Hebrews," was connected
in the East with the letters of Paul.
Even 1n the West, where the statements
of all the Fathers down to the fourth
century are opposed to Pauline author-
ship, its position in the Canon, whe
admltted, was next to those of Paul,.

When the showdown came the westerners declded to
maintain the book only 1f 1t were taken out of 1ts position
in the midst of the Pauline corpus (a sure sign that it
was Paul's) and placed at the very back.

The manuscript order, however, 1s stlll guite plain.
The Book of Hebrews has to be placed in the midst of Paul's
epistlen--right after II Thessalonians, This position
effectively proves that the eplstle is Payl's, For who,
in his right mind, would place a non-Pauline epistle in the
middle of Paul's set of letters?

Also, the inclusion of the Book of Hebrews among

'Paui's‘letters‘rightly credlis him with fourteen epistles

(2:x 7);~not thirteen, as 1s the case when Hebrews 1s
omitﬁed. This significant number fourteen is surely another
key tﬁat Hebrews was written by Paul.

 Moffatt, the translator of the Bible, says, regarding
the manuscript position of thiABook of Hebrews: "The posi-
tion of ‘Hebrews within the Pa&line bod& of lettcrs 1is

-

“Benjamln W. Bacon, Introduction to the New Testa-
ment {London:1902), p. 140,
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usually between the ecclesiastical and the privatle epistles
(Eastern Church) or after the latter{Western Church)."?
The eccleslastical letters of Paul were: Romans,

Corinthians, Galatiané,_Ephesians, Philippians, Coloésians,

-and Thessalonlans., Moffatt says that the Book of Hebrew:

is to be placed after these. It must come Just before the

private letters to Timothy, Titus and Phllemon.

The Design of Paul's Epistles

Paul's fourteen epistles are arranged in three self-
evident sectlons,

The First Section consists of nine epistles written

to seven church ccugregations: (1) Romans, (2) Corinthians,
(3) Galatians, (4) Ephesians, - (5) Philippians, (6) Colos-

sians, (7) Thessalonians. The Second Section 1s composed

of one general letter to all Christicns-~-the Book of

- Hebrews. The Third Section is that called in modern circles

the Pastoral Eplstles--Paul's private letters to indlvidual
pastors: Timothy, Titus and Phllemon.

Iook now at the first section, which, from anclent
times, has been technically named "Paul's Letters to the
Seven Churches," | ,

. In the Muratorian Canon (c. 190 A.D,), thére is 2
general referencejto this flrst sectilon:

‘The Apostle Paul himself, following the

5Morfatt, p. 17.
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example of John /In the Revelation/,
wrote by name to Seven Churclies. True,
he wrote twice to- the Corinthlans and
Thessalonians for thelr correctlion, but
he shows thereby /In the Seven Churches/
the unlty of the Church; for John also

- in Revelation, though he wrltes tg seven
churches only, yet speaks to all,

Victorinus, who wrote about 290 A.D,, also glves an
interesting commeht on this matter. After observing that
God rested from éll His labors on the seventh day, he shows
remarkabie uses of the number seven in Scripture. In the
course of hils discussion, he sfates:

That in the whole world are Seven Churches;
and that those churches called seven are

- one general church as Paul has taught; and
that he might keep to 1t, he did not excecd
the number of Sevgn Churches, but wrote to
the Romans, to the Corinthians, to the
Galatians, to the Ephesians, to the Philip-
plans, to the Colossians, to the Thessalo-

- nlans, Afterwards, he wrote to particular
persons, that he might not exceed the measure
of Seven Churches: and contracting his ‘
doctrine into a little compass, he says to
Timothy: "That thou mayest know how thou
oughtest to behave thyself in the Church of
the living God."7

Cyprian of Carthage (250 A.D.) recognized the Seven
Churches of Paul, In the first book of his Testimonles,

having quoted the words of Hutnah "the barren has born seven,
and she that has many sons 1s.waked feeble," he coﬁtin&ed
by saying,'"ﬁhe seven sons represent séven churches; for
which reason Paul wréte to séven churches; and the

Revelation has seven churches, that the number seven may

®Bacon, p. 52. Tlardner, vol. IIIL, p. 177.
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be preserved."d

In another book, after having mentloned the seven
golden candlesticks in the Revelatlon and the seven pillars
in Solomon's Proverbs upon which Wisdom built her home,
Cyprian added:
l And the Apostle Paul, who was mindful

of thils authorized and well-known number,
writes to Seven Churches; and in the
Revelation our Lord sends.Hls divine and
heavenly instructions and commands to
Seven Churches and their angels.%

Many other ancients took note of the significant
number of churches to which Paul wrote. Among them were
Jerome, about 400 A.D.,lo and Isidore of Seville, about
600 A.D,11 |

More recently Bullinger makes the following pertinent

remarks showing the true significance of the Seven Churches

of Paulf

Seven Churches /by Paul/ were addressed
assuch by the Holy Spirit., Seven being
the number of spiritual perfection.

Is 1t not remarkable that the Holy Spirit
addressed Seven Churches and no more:
exactly the same number as the lord him-
self addressed later from the glory /In
Revelation/? '

The Seven Epistles of the Holy Spirit by
Paul had already been written and read,

and neglected and practically forsaken,

when Chrilst sent His own Seven to those

Seven Churches in Revelation.

albid, p. 41, 91p14. 1OHorne, vol., I, p. 75.
llrardner, vol. V, p. 137.
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In these epistles /Ol the Seven Churches
of Paul/ we have the perfcct embodiment .,
of the Spirit's teaching for the churches.="

An excellent evaluatlon. In those seven church
épistles is to be found the general New Testament teachlng
concerning church matters. It is in them that we have
discussions on major doctrines and how we are to keep the
Holy Days and cerémdnies in the churches. (This does not
mean that in these epistles are the only,places we find
church doctrines,}but"it does mean that this section
of the“New_Testament 1s especlally des;gned‘ﬁor that
purpose.) « | _

Just as the seven church epistles in Revelation
discﬁss the whole‘Chﬁrch in a prophetlic sense, soO tne‘
experiences of those seven churches of Paul are represented
as the particular churdhes which can give the whole Church
its necessary instruction in church doctrines,.

Frank W. Beare, Professor of New Testament Studles at
Triniﬁy College, Toronto, gdes so far as to say that John
in the ReQelation followed this example,

The device of introducing an apocalypse
by a sequence of letters addressed ‘
severally to seven churches but 1ssued
together under cover of a general letter
. . . can only be expained as indicat-
ing that the author /of ReVelatio%7 had

before him a corpus of Paullne letters
similarly constructed.13

-.12The Church Epistles (London: 1909), pp. 11, 12.

13ucanon of the New Testament," The Interpretcr's
Dictionary of the Bible, vol., I (New York: 13962], p. 5c<.
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While the reasoning that John had to follow
Paul can be rejected, attention should be given to the fact

‘that a common princlple was utilized by both.

Why the Order in Paul's Epistles?

There are hardly two men who willl exactly agree on
the times or dates for some of the compositlions of Paul.
But one thing is certain. Paul'!'s letters are»nof positiqned
in chronological fashion. "It is notorious that the order
of epistles in the book of the New Testament 1s not thelr
real, or chronological order."lu

Indeed, God seems to have speciaily disposed ol any
chronologicol arrangemenﬁ for all time,‘fon in Paul's ;
Church Epistles God placed the two to the Thessalonians last
of ali, yet everyone knows they were the first ones written,

- Clearly, Paul's epistles are not arranged 1in a

chronological fashlon. The reason for the arrangemecnt (and
there 1s a reason) ‘must be sought somewhere else. God |
always does things "decently and in order." What is that
reason? o |

Scholars, since early times, have considered two
reasons for this disposition of Paul's epistles. One 1s
that his epistles were arranged according to the status of

the various cities in which the churchgs were located,

Jonn L. Davies, "Paul," A Dictionary of the Bible,
Comprising its Antigquities, Blography, Geography, and
Natural History, ed., Wililiam Smith, vol, LI (Cambridge,
Mass.: 1889), p. Th4.
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The‘epistle to the Romans, they reasoned, had to be in first
position, because that city was first in rank and authority.
Next in»ordgr came the Corinthian epistles, because of
Corinth's supposed dlgnity among all the Greek cltles.
Corinth's status was iess than Rome's, but was supposed to -
have been greater than all the cities of Galatia, .to which
the next epistle was addressed., This same principle
supposedly carried on through to the city of Thessalonica

where the seventh church was,

But though this reasoning may seem valid at first, it
is far from being the real answer. After surveylng the
teachings of both ancient.. and moderns, lLardner concludes:

The Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians
have been preferred, us 1is supposed, upon
account of the great eminence of those two
cilties. Galatia was a country in which
there wers several churches, therefore the
Epistle to them might be placed before the
others, written to one church only. The
Epistle to the Epheslans follows next,
because Epl :sus was the chilef city of Asla,
strictly so called. Afterwards follow the
Epistles to the Philipplans, the Colosslans
and the Thessalonlans. But how to account
for this order /of these last Epistles/,

" according to the method we here observe,
I do not well know, Colosse indeed might
be .reckoned a city of inferior rank, and
Philippi was a Roman colony. But Thessalo-
nica was a chief clty of Macedonla, in which
Philippl stood., And'1f the Eplstle:. were
disposed according to the dignity of the
places, 1t is not easy to concelve why the
two Epistles to the Thessalonlans were
placed after those to the Philippians and
Colossians. So that in this method, as
seem8 to me, thi order of the Epilstles
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is made out in but a lame and imbéffeét
manner .15

, The Latins always wanted to exalt Rome. 1t was quité
natural for them to assumc, in a dellberate way, that the
- Book of Romans was placed first to show where the authority
ofVChfistendomilay. But only Fifth Century Roman Catholics
could imagine such a thing to account for the arrangement
of all of Paul's Church Epistles. The fact is, Lardner
~was right, The rank-of~ the-cities theory is not correct.

The real reason fur Paul's arrangement of his Seven
Church Epistles is found 1n the principle we have already
dlucusued--the prlnciplc of progresaive teaching. God
gives us first His fundamentals of Christian teachlny in
the four Gospels., 'Then He gets more specific by having us
read the seven General Epistlés. The General Epistles are
themselves positioned from the basic to the mature. Then
God glves us the fourteen Epistles of Paul--the advanced
epistles. _

‘Now notice this important point in Paul's epistles.
Starting with the Book of Romans, each of faul's epistles
becomes progressively more mature in teachlng.

A1l books of an educational nature--even in our modern
world--arrange their material in exactly this fashion.

Pity the poor Schoolboy who 1s told to tackle calculus

beforé he eVeh studies basic mathematics.

15¢redinility, vol. VI, p. 338.

>
]
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Early Witnesses Knew the Correct Reasoc..
for Paults Arrangement

~Observe what the ancilents had to say about the rea1 
reasons for the order of Paul's epistles--the order found
in the manuscripts, Again we quote Lardner:

Euthalius /c. 450 A.D./ places Paul's
Epistles /which he enumerates in the
proper manuscript orde;7 according to
the Christian growth which they had made,
to whom they were sent; beglinning wilth
the least mature and proceeding to the
more mature. This 1s evident from sev-
eral things: for he says the Epistle
to the Romans 15 placed first as con-
talning instructions for those who had
yet learned only the first principles of
the Gogtpel; this notion appears also 1n
what he says upon the Eplstle to the
Epheslans., Then he says that the Epistle
to the Philippians 1s wrltten to the

- faithful who had made progress and had
brought forth good frult. And, at . the
end of hls enumeration of the fourteen
Epistles, he expressly says they are 6
placed according to men's proficiency.l

. The ancients obviously knew that Romans stood first
because in it the foundation of Christian doctrine was
tadéht--not that its position was to glorify the'city of
Rome; -

Théodoret,aanather early church father acknowledged:
"Tne.Eplstle to the Romans has been piadéd-first, as con-
taining the most full and exact representation of Chrilstkan

doctrine, in all its branches."17

161y1d., vol. V, p. T1.
11p1d. )
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Of course, The Book of Romans comes first in Paul's

Epistles because there was no other book which contained

full discussions of repentance, falth, baptlsm and the

Holy Spirit.

As Bullinger correctly states,

Romans comes firat in order of these
great doctrinal epistles., And rightly
so, for 1t contains the ABC of the
bellever's education., Until its lesson
is learned, we know and can know nothing.
The Holy Spirit has placed it first in
Canonical order because 1t lies at the
threshold of all "Church" teaching,18

" This observation of Bullinger hits the nall on the

head,

The Book of Hebrews Illustrates Why
- Romans Comes First

- Paul actually mentions, in the Book of Hebrews thut

the subjects covered 1n the Book of Rom.ns are the funda-

mental truths we must first understand and practice before

we can attempt to comprehend the deeper truths of God

revealed in Paul's later bookM,

Notice Hebrews 6:1, 2, Paul states that he would

refrain from teaching the first principles of the doctrine

of Christ to mature Christians. What were these"first

principles”" Paul ‘explains,

There fore leaving the principles of the
doctrine of Christ, let us /in the Book
of Hebrews/ go on unto perfection /i.c.

'Companion Bible, p. 1661,
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maturity/; not laying agaln the founda-
tion of repentance from dead works, and

of falith toward God, of the doctrine of .
baptisms, and of laying on of hands /fi.e,

. the doctrine of the Holy Spirit/, and of
the resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal Judgment. And this we willl do,
if God permit (Hebrews 6:1-3).

Notice that Paul ildentified the first principles of
Christ's doctrine. They were:

1 Repentance

2. TFaith .
2. Baptisms--by water and by the Holy Spirit.
. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit.
5. - The resurrection. ‘ : :
. Judgment
Remarkably, this 1s the exact order of doctrinal
teaching by which individuals must come to Christ. First
they must repent of thelr sins; then expvess‘faiﬁh in Christ
for the forglveness of those sins; then be baptlzed. Alter
this, hands are lald upon them for the reception of the
Holy Spirit. They begin to grow and prepare'fér the
Resurrection.' Judgment 1s now on those belng called but
will follow the Resurrection for the majority of mankind.
Paul has placed the doctrinal teaching of these filrst

S

principles 4in perfect order.

The Book of Romans and the
First Princilples

" Now notice the remarkable order of the "first
principles" with which Paul discussed his subjects in the .-
Book of Romans. He followed the same order of doctrines

1isted in Hebrews 6:1-3.
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In Romans 1 and 2, Paul talked of turning from sin--
about repentance. "The goodness of God leadeth thee to
repentance” (Rom. 2:4),

Then, at length, he mentioned-~-in Romans 3, 4 and &--
the doctrine of faith., "Therefore being Juutified by falith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by
whom also we have access by faith unto His grace wherein
we stand" (Rom. 5:1, 2). o

Then immediately, in chapter 6, Paul continued with
water baptism., "Know ye not, that so .many of us as were
baptized Into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death"
(Rom. 6:3). '

Followlng this, Paul mentioned in chapters 7 and 8
about the need and the work of the Holy Spirit.

But ye are rut in the flesh, but in the
Spirlt, 1f so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he 1s none of His . . .
But 1f the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that
ralsed up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you_ (Rom. 8:9,:11).,

Chapters 9, 10 and 11 show that God has , lans to
bless all Israel and all the Gentlles by a resurrection and
by Judgment. “"And so all Israel shall be saved: as 1t is
written. , . . For God hath concluded them all in unbelief
that He might have mercy on all" (Rom. 11:26, 32).

These,"firstiprinciples" were fully discussed in their

exact doctrinal order in Ror..ns, This arrangemeht shows
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the logical and proper order of Paul in hls written revela-
ﬁion. - ‘

The Book of I Corinthians also follows the order of the
"first principles.”

Thg first three doctrings: repentance, falth and
baptisms, are discussed at length in Romans. Then in
I Corinthians, he begins to discuss more extepsively the
laying on of hands-~-the kind of 1llfe evidencing the presence
of the Holy Spifit (in éhapters one through eleven), and the
giffs and offices of ordination by the Holy Spirit (espe-
cially in chapters 12 through 14). And finally, there 1is
the long chapter 15 which is all about resurrection and
Jjudgment,

.That I Corinthlans 1s a basic doctrine book illustrat-
ing the "fipst principles;" 1s made clear by Paul himself.
He told those 1in Corinth because of theilr newness in Chrilct
that they were only able to receive the "milk of the word."

And I, breihfen, could not speak unto

you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,

.even as unto babes in Christ., I have fed

you with milk, and not with meat: for

hitherto /i.e. before now/ you were not’

able to bear 1t, neither yet now are ye

able (I Cor. 3:1, 2). - A

Do we not have, in the above verses, Paul's own

estimation of the first Episﬁle to the Corinthlans? Was
its doctrine teacping for real mature Christians{ or for

babes? The Corinthians were still being given the first

principles of the doctrines of God. See also I Cor. 14 :20,
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where he tells them not to be acting as spiritual children,
as they were doing, He 1s encouraging them to .develop into
more mature Christlans. |
lShortly afterwards, Paul wrote II.Corinthians. The
Corinthians had 1earded some valuable ieaaons by thi: time,

but still Paul said: "I speak unto you as children" (II

_ Cop, 6:13).

Galatlians, too, was written to Christians spiritually
weak, Paul said:

I marvel that ye are so soon removed
fror Him’that called you 1nto the grace
of Cieoist ‘unto another Gospel (Gal. 1:6).

0 foolish Galatians, who hath bewltched
you, that you should not obey the truth,

- befor: where eyes, Jesus Chri: t hath been
evidently ¢et forth, crucifled among you
(Gal‘« 3:1). ‘

Ephesians, Philippiang and Colosslans .

With these three epistles we now come to mature

doctrinal discussions. In these eplstles Paul no longer

_ teaches the first principles. Nowhere does he di:cuss in

detail anything about repentance, faith, baptisms, the

Holy Spirit, the Resurrection or Judgment. Paul,. in
Ephesians, fhilippians and Colossians, is interested 1in
showing what our spiritual calling really entalls. In the
highest sense we are "joint heirs, joint bodied; Joint
parﬁakers of Christ in glblu" Our high goal 1s to be 1ike
God. o |

It is in Ephesians th.t we first come to a discussion
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directed to those who were "no more chlldren." Paul stateso
that splritual gifts and offlces in Godt's Church have beon
given

for the perfecting /maturing/ of the salnts,
for the work of the ministry, for the edify-
ing of the Body of Christ: t111 we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man
/I.e. a fully matured man, in Christ/, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ: that we henceforth /from now on/ be
na more children tossed Lo and fro, an
carried about with every wind of doctrine,
(hph 11214,

This does not mean that the Ephe: ans‘had advanced
into such mature teaching that they were necessarlly free
- from -the temptations mentioned in the earller epistles; but
by this time, they should havc‘been capable of controlling
them,

In Epheéians, Philipplans, Cclossians--and in the
later epilstles-~-Paul bégin' to make mention of things
regarding whilch Christ had told His disciples‘just beflore
His crucifixion, they were thQn unable to bear (John 16:12).

How that by revelatlion was made known
unto me the mystery . . . which in other
ages was not made known unto the sons of
men, as it 1is now revealed unto His holy
apostles and prophets by the apirit
(Ephesians 3:3, 5). .

Paul continues 1n his Colosslan eplstle:

Wherefore I am made a minister, accord-
ing to the dispensation of God which is
given me to fulfil /I.e. "to fill to the
top"/ the word of God; even the mystery
which hath been hid from ages and from -
generations, but now /l.e. at the present
?im%7 18 made man;fest to His saints
Co 1:25, 26).



~368-

*This 1s full, muture teaching--for Christians who had
passed the "milk" stapge and were now into the "meat." So,
bhgse three "Prison Epistles," as they are often called, are

positioned after the previous basilc epiitles,

The Eplstles to the Thessalonlans |

Paul wiote two eplntle. (o the seventh church aroca,
Both have as thelr major theme the sec: nd coming of Christ,
the resurrectlon from the dead, the Judgment upon the man
of s8in and the beast system. These eplstles glve us our
fullest teachiné about the second coming. Now, why are
these letters to the seventh church placed in seventh
position?

Bullinger sums up thc answer well:

Thessalonians, written first of all the
eplstles, are placed in this connection

last of &.1 by the Holy Spirit. Herein

is given the speclal revelation concern-
ing the return of the lLord Jesus Christ.
They stand last and alone, being followed
by no other Church Epistle. If we have
"ears to hear," this fact proclaims that,--

It 18 useless to teach Christlans the
truths connected with the Lord's coming
untll they have learned the truths of the
other Epistles, Until they know and under-
stand from Romans what they are by nature,
and what God has made them to be IN Christ
. Jesus,--sons and heirs, joint-heirs wilth
Christ (Rom. 8:17); until they know and
understand that even now God has 'blessed
them with all spiritual blessings in the
heavenllies IN Christ" (Eph. 1:3), they
have no place for, and no understanding of, 19
~ the truths concerning His return from heaven.

191b14., Appendix 192, p. 211.

AR
4
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This 1is so true.  Christians are not ready for all
“information about phe second conilng and the resurrcction
untillthey have mastered, 1n step-by-step fashion, the
Gospels, the seven General Epistles, and the foregoing

"doctrine episties* of Paul,

The Book of Hebrews

In the proper manuscript order of the Pauline books,
the .next book after the seven Church Eplstles 1s lebrews.
In 1t Paul tells us'that he 1s no longer discussing the
first principles of the doctrines of Christ (Heb. 6:1-3).
Hebfews contalns v;py mature teachlng.

Why place the Book of Hebrews right after the Thessalo-
nilan epistles-~the twé eplstles which primarily ‘discussed
the second comlng of Christ and the resurrection? The
answer 1s simple. While the first two chapters of Hebrew:
essentlally define what Christ is doing now for Christians,
- the major themes of the book all look forward to the World
Tomorrow and events to occur after the second coming.

Notice that the section from Hebrews 3:7 through tb
Hebrews 4:12 has as 1ts general subject  the ~ "Sabbath-
rest to the people of God." This Sabbcth-keeping 18 the
time we call the Millennium, after the second coming. The
‘niqtb chapter concerns ﬁhe symbolism of the High Pricust's

going into the Temple on the Day of Atonement. This day
typifies the putting away of Satan--a time after the second

coming and just before the beglnning of the Millennium.
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In Hebrews 2:5-9 Paul speuks‘of the time when everything
on earth and in the universe will be subject to God--all
things will then be put under the feet of man, who will
then be divine., This aiso occura after the second coming.
.In Hebrews 2:5 Paul alsoc tells us what will happen "in the‘
world to come”--a familiar term for the Millennium. (See
also Hebrews 6:5) The whole of Hebrew: 8 speaks of the
coming marriage of the Lamb to Israel after the second
‘coming. In Hebrews 9:11 and 10:1, Paul tells us that
Christ 1s the High Pricst "of good things to come." Christ
is also called "the Coming One" (Heb. 10:37). Finally,
there 1s in the eleQenth chapter of Hebrews a long discuos-
sioii showing that God's great promises will come in the
"be£ter renqrrecti&n”--at th second coming. Paul also
mentions the New Jerusalem (Heb., 11:16).

From all this, it ought to be plain why the Book of
Hebrews 18 posltioned right after the epistles to the
Thessalonians. Its major subjects pertain to the fiifiil-~
ment of the promises which Christ said He would perform
once He returns to the earth as described in the Thessalo-

nlan epistles,

The Minlsterial Epistles

The remainder of Paul's letters, which we may call
' the Ministerial Ebistles, are personal letters written
directly to ministers in the churches,

Surely, these ministers in the Church of God must
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have been the most mature. lndividuals of the Church in thoiy
areas. They were the most able to recelve the Strong
spiritual meat. Should not these Pastoral Eplstles be con-
sidered the most mature?

.Why the order: Timothy, Titus, Phlilemon? The first
and obvious reason is rank. Just as James, Peter, Joha'
and Jude were arranged according to authority in the
General Epistles, so are these.

Timothy has prime positilon because he wan the evan-

gelist in charge of the whole of Western Asia Minor--the

-most important area of Christian influence even before the-

fall‘bf Jerusalem (70 A.D.).

Titus was of lesser rank, being in charge of a smaller
and less signifilcant area.

As to Philemon, we are not told to what are:. he
belonged. This omission in 1tself 1s;énough to show that
he was of lesser esteem in the administrative order of the
Chufch, but that Philemon was an elder in ﬁhe Chiurch no one
any longer seriously doibts.

A second reason for the positionlng of the Pastoral
Epistles involves the length of the epistles. This again
has to do with rank, ' To Timothy were assigne: two epistles
in ten chapters., Titus recelved one epistle in thro.
chapters; while Philemon got only a very short letter from
Faul, '

On this point, Lardner has some pertinent comments :
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- Among these Epistles to particular persons,
those to Timothy have the precedence, as he
was the favorite disciple of Paul, and those
Epistles are the largest and the fulleut.

The Epistle to Titus comes next, as he was
an evangelist. And that to Phililemon 1s last,

- a8 he was supposed by many to be only a
private Chril. tian., Undoubtedly Titus was
a person of greater emincnce, and in a higher
station than Philemon. Moreover, by many,
the design of that Egistle was thought to
be of no importance,<O

 Thirdly, there may be even a natlonality order to
these Pastoral Epistles "to the Jew first -and then to thé
Gentile," It is w211 known that Timothy was half Jewish
(Acts 16:1). Titus and Philemon were, without doubt,
Gentiles.

From the foregoing discussion, it'sﬁould be plalin

why the Eplstles of Paul aru'positioned as they are. The.

primary reasonh is one of progressicn--leading from thu
basic to the more mature. Once thilis truth 18 recognized,

we can then appreciate even more their wonderful and

'1nformative arrangement.

EOCrediblligi, vel. VI, pp. 338, 339.




